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QUESTIONS  OF  THE  HOUR. 


THE  CHRISTIAN  MINISTRY. 

REV.  J.'M.  FOSTER,  BOSTON. 

The  prophets  were  Gochs  messengers, 
condemning  the  sins  of  His  people,  calling 
them  to  repentance,  and  promising  for- 
giveness and  acceptance  to  the  penitent. 
They  were  shepherds  of  Israel,  feeding, 
guarding,  leading  God's  chosen  people. 
They  were  God's  ambassadors  to  the 
nations,  offering  them  the  privileges  and 
benefits  of  His  Kingdom.  “Open  ye  the 
gates,  that  the  righteous  nation  which 
keepeth  the  truth  may  enter  in.” 

The  Apostles  were  the  chosen  confi- 
dential servants  of  Christ,  whom  He 
made  stewards  of  the . household  of  God. 
They  abide  in  the  Church  forever  in  their 
order  and  message.  “Verily,  I say  unto 
}rou,  that  ye  which  have  followed  Me,  in  the 
regeneration  when  the  Son  of  Man  shall 
sit  on  the  throne  of  His  glory,  ye  also  shall 
sit  upon  twelve  thrones,  judging  the  twelve 
tribes  -of  Israel.” 

The  Christian  ministry  is  rooted  and 
grounded  in  the  prophetic  and  apostolic 
offices. 

The  Minister’s  Commission. 

Moses  was  the  prophet  of  God.  He  was 
called  of  God  at  the  burning  bush.  God 
directed  him  to  select  seventy  men  of  the 
elders  of  Israel  and  bring  them  to  the 
tabernacle.  God  came  down  in  the  cloud 
and  talked  with  them,  and  He  took  of 
Moses'  spirit  and  put  it  upon  them,  and 


they  prophesied.  But  two  of  the  seventy, 
Eldad  and  Medad,  remaining  in  the 
camp,  received  the  gift  and  prophesied. 
This  was  reported  to  Moses  by  Joshua, 
who  asked  to  have  them  restrained.  But 
Moses  said,  “Art  thou  jealous  for  my 
sake?  Would  God  that  all  the  Lord's 
people  were  prophets,  that  the  Lord  would 

put  His  Spirit  upon  them.” 

The  Tzar  of  Russia  issues  his  Pro- 
tocol, the  Sultan  of  Turkey  his  Ukase, 
the  Pope  of  Rome  his  Encyclical,  the 
President  of  the  United  States  his  Proc- 
lamation. The  King  of  kings  has  issued 
his  Decree.  Note  its  terms.  “Son  of 
Man”  occurs  ninety  times  in  Ezekiel.  He 
is  a sinner  saved  by  the  blood  of  the 
Lamb,  who  proclaims  the  King's  mes- 
sage. “I  have  made  thee  a watchman.” 
It  is  God  who  calls  and  commissions  His 
messengers.  He  gives  them  requisite  gifts. 
They  are  good  hearers  of  God,  good  speak- 
ers, faithful  servants.  He  gives  them  His 
call  to  service..  They  do  not  perform  mir- 
acles like  Moses  and  Peter,  nor  see  visions, 
as  Isaiah  and  Daniel  and  Paul  and  John. 
But  they  have  the  testimony  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  in  their  hearts  that  God  sends  them 

to  voice  His  holy  word. 

Note  its  office : They  are  to  be  open- 

eyed  guards.  The  policemen  must  not 
sleep  on  duty.  Ministers  watch  for  souls 
as  those  who  must  give  account.  They 
must  be  alert  and  active.  The  policemen 
go  out  in  the  darkness  and  storm  and  cold. 


98 


Questions  of  the  Hour. 


Their  duty  knows  no  excuse.  They  must 
give  the  alarm.  When  the  house  is  on 
fire  or  the  thief  is  breaking  in,  they  give 
the  alarm  and  they  make  such  a noise  and 
disturbance  that  they  are  heard.  Christ’s 
watchmen  do  this.  The  Christian  min- 
ister is  called  the  “man  of  God,”  the 
“servant  of  God,”  the  “friend  of  Christ,” 

the  “friend  of  the  Bridegroom,” 

the  “brother  of  Jesus,”  the  spiritual  father 
of  those  believing  through  His  messages, 
“For  if  ye  have  ten  thousand  instructors,” 
says  Paul,  “yet  not  many  fathers,  for  in 
Christ  Jesus  I have  begotten  you  by 

the  gospel.” A dispenser  of  the 

mysteries  of  God the  minister  of 

reconciliation.  “All  things  are  of  God, 
Who  hath  reconciled  us  to  Himself  by 
Jesus  Christ  and  hath  given  us  the  min- 
istry of  reconciliation.”  Christ’s  deputy 
clothed  with  authority  to  admit  those  who 
fulfill  the  conditions  of  His  word  and  to 
reject  those  who  do  not.  “Verily,  I say 
unto  you,  whatsoever  ye  shall  bind  on  earth 
shall  be  bound  in  heaven,  and  whatsoever 
ye  shall  loose  on  earth  shall  be  loosed  in 
heaven.  ’ ’ The  angel  or  messenger  of  God : 
“The  priest’s  lips  should  keep  knowledge, 
and  they  should  seek  the  law  at  His 
mouth,  for  he  is  the  messenger  of  the 
Lord  of  hosts.”  As  the  angels  are  min- 
istering spirits  sent  forth  to  minister  to 
those  who  shall  be  heirs  of  salvation, 

so  are  Christian  ministers. Like 

Moses,  he  is  a mediator  of  intercession  be- 
tween God  and  man,  as  Christ  Jesus,  our 
Lord,  is  the  Mediator  of  redemption.  As 
the  official  advocate  of  the  people,  he 
pleads  in  their  behalf  for  mercy,  “Between 
the  porch  and  the  altar  the  priests,  the 
Lord’s  ministers,  shall  weep  and  shall  say, 
Spare,  0 Lord,  spare  Thy  people,  and 
give  not  Thine  inheritance  to  reproach, 
that  the  heathen  should  rule  over  them.” 
The  ambassador  of  Christ,  “Now  then  we 
are  ambassadors  for  Christ,  as  though  God 


did  beseech  you  by  us,  we  pray  you  in 
Christ’s  stead,  be  ye  reconciled  to  God.” 
As  there  is  scarcely  any  public  office  more 
honorable  or  more  expressive  of  a sov- 
ereign’s esteem  and  confidence  than  that 
of  ambassador,  so  there  is  hardly  any  title 
in  the  hierarchy  of  the  Mediatorial  King- 
dom which  conveys  with  it  more  dignity  and 
responsibility  than  that  of  Christ’s  legate. 
The  envoy  of  Jesus  Christ  upholds  and 
vindicates  the  rights  and  prerogatives  of 
God  among  the  people  to  whom  he  is  sent, 
just  as  a minister  plenipotentiary  of  the 
civil  government  sustains  the  power  and 
majesty  of  the  nation  that  he  represents. 
He  is  furnished  with  the  credentials  of  a 
divine  embassy,  and  is  empowered  to  pre- 
scribe the  conditions  on  which  men  may 
enter  into  a treaty  of  reconciliation  and 
peace  with  the  King  of  kings.  He  is  a 
co-laborer  with  God.  Paul  says,  “We  are 
laborers  with  God.”  The  minister  is, 
therefore,  more  than  an  ambassador  of 
Christ;  he  is  also  His  coadjutor-  in  the 
moral  government  of  the  world.  He  not 
only  represents  Christ,  but  he  personates 
Him,  and  becomes  identified  with  Him 
in  his  ministerial  functions,  as  far  as  two 
personalities  can  be  considered  identical. 
There  exists  between  Jesus  Christ  and  His 
ministers,  not  only  a proxy  or  representa- 
tive bond,  but  an  identity  of  ministry. 
The  minister  not  only  acts  with  Christ,  by 
the  authority  of  Christ,  in  the  Name  of 
Christ,  but  his  official  acts  are  Christ’s 
acts.  His  words  are  the  echo  of  Christ’s 
voice,  “Lo,  I am  with  you  alway,  even 
unto  the  end  of  the  world.”  “He  that  re- 
ceiveth  you,  receiveth  Me,  and  he  that 
receiveth  Me,  receiveth  Him  that  sent 

Me.” If  the  minister  addresses 

to  heaven  the  prayers  of  the  faithful, 
Christ  presents  them  to  His  Eternal 
Father.  If  he  sow  the  gospel  seed,  Christ 
giveth  the  increase.  If  he  administer  the 
sacraments,  Christ  imparts  the  grace  to 
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make  them  fruitful : “Though  Peter  bap- 
tize,” says  Augustine,  “it  is  Christ  that 
baptizeth.  Though  Paul  baptize,  it  is 
Christ  that  baptizeth.”  The  minister  of- 
fers pardon  through  Christ’s  blood  to  the 
penitent,  but  Christ  says  to  him,  “Son,  be 
of  good  cheer,  thy  sins  be  forgiven  thee.” 
Our  Lord,  in  His  gracious  condescension, 
thus  associates  us  with  Himself,  as  part- 
ners and  colleagues  in  the  work  of  the 
ministry.  And  it  is  by  virtue  of  this  co- 
operation that  the  merits  of  His  sacrifice 
on  Calvary  are  applied,  and  the  light  of 
His  gospel  diffused  throughout  the  world. 
“In  short,  if  the  Church  is  an  army,  the 
ministry  are  its  captains;  if  it  is  a sheep- 
fold,  they  are  its  shepherds,  leading  the 
flock  to  healthy  pastures  and  refreshing 
streams.  If  the  Church  is  a city,  they  are 
its  appointed  magistrates;  if  it  is  a vine, 
they  are  the  branches  clustering  around 
the  parent  stem,  from  which  they  draw 
their  vitality  and  support;  if  it  is  named 
the  holy  city  Jerusalem,  they  are  placed 
as  guardians  and  defenders  on  its  watch- 
towers.  ‘Upon  thy  walls,  0 Jerusalem,  I 
have  appointed  watchmen  all  the  day,  and 
all  the  night;  they  shall  never  hold  their 
peace/  If  the  missionary  world  is  a sea, 
they  are  its  fishermen.  If  it  is  a field, 
they  are  the  sowers  of  the  good  seed,  with- 
out whose  labor  the  land  would  be  a bar- 
ren waste.  If  Christ  compares  His 
Church  to  a kingdom,  the  ministry  are  its 
vicegerents,  governing  their  subjects  ac- 
cording to  the  law  of  God,  and  enforcing 
obedience  by  religious  and  moral  sanc- 
tions : ‘Thou  hast  made  us  a kingdom 
and  priests  to  our  God,  and  we  shall  reign 
on  the  earth/  ” (Gibbon) . “The  minister 
presides  over  the  worship  of  the  people; 
unites  them  with  the  unseen  Holy.  He  is 
the  spiritual  captain  of  the  people;  he 
guides  them  heavenward  by  wise  guidance 
through  this  earth  and  its  work.  The 
ideal  of  him  is  that  he  be  what  we  call  a 


voice  from  the  unseen  heaven,  interpreting 
even  as  the  prophet  did,  and  in  a more 
familiar  manner,  unfolding  the  same  to 
men.  He  is  the  prophet  shorn  of  his  more 
awful  splendor,  burning  with  wild  radi- 
ance, as  the  enlightener  of  daily  life.  This 
I say  is  the  ideal  of  a minister.  So  in 
old  times,  so  in  these,  and  in  all  times.  A 
minister  who  is  not  this  to  all,  who  does 
not  any  longer  aim  or  try  to  be  this,  is  a 
character  of  whom  we  had  rather  not 
speak  in  this  place.”  (Carlisle).  “0 
glorious  miracle ! 0 ineffable  power ! 0 

tremendous  mystery  of  the  holy  and  sub- 
lime ministry,  most  venerable  and  with- 
out blemish,  with  which  Christ,  coming 
into  this  world,  has  vouchsafed  to  clothe 
His  unworthy  creatures ! On  bended 
knees,  with  sighs  and  tears,  must  I beg 
the  grace  to  comprehend  this  celestial  gift, 
a treasure,  indeed,  to  those  who  guard  it 
worthily  and  holily.  Truly  is  it  a tower 
of  strength,  an  indestructible  wall  -that 
reaches  from  earth  to  heaven.  The  min- 
ister pauses  not  at  the  celestial  gates;  he 
penetrates  even  the  heaven  of  heavens.  Be- 
hold him  in  the  midst  of  the  angels,  in 
company  with  the  angelic  hosts.  Even  as 
those  bright  spirits  does  he  enjoy  the  in- 
timacy of  the  Lord,  the  Creator  and 
Source  of  all  light;  he  has  but  to  desire, 
and  he  instantly  obtains  by  right,  so  to 
speak,  all  that  he  asks.”  (Ephrem).  “In- 
asmuch as  I am  an  apostle  to  the  Gen- 
tiles, I glorify  my  ministry,”  is  the  lan- 
guage of  Paul. 

The  Minister’s  Responsibility. 

The  whole  Church  is  imbued  with  the 
Spirit.  “I  will  pour  out  My  Spirit  upon 
all  flesh;  and  your  old  men  shall  dream 
and  your  young  men  shall  see  visions ; and 
also  upon  the  servants  and  handmaidens 
will  I pour  out  My  Spirit.”  Old  and 
young,  rich  and  poor,  high  and  low,~re- 
ceived  the  gift  on  Pentecost.  The  com- 
mission to  preach  the  gospel  to  all  nations 
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was  given  to  the  whole  Church.  The  dis- 
ciples scattered  abroad  by  the  persecutions 
in  Jerusalem,  went  everywhere  preaching 
the  gospel.  The  Christian  Scriptures  are 
a trust  committed  to  all  God’s  people. 
“Holiness  to  the  Lord”  is  written  on  the 
bells  of  the  horse  and  upon  the  shovels 
and  frying-pans. 

But  the  Christian  ministry,  separated, 
called,  qualified,  sent  and  sustained  by 
the  Holy  Ghost,  have  a special  responsi- 
bility. 

THEY  ARE  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  THE  MESSAGE. 

One  of  the  alarming  signs  of  the  times 
is  that  men  have  so  far  k>st  faith  in  the 
Bible  that  the  higher  critics  can  take  the 
pen-knife  of  Jehoiakim  and  cut  the  Old 
and  New  Testaments  into  pieces,  and  no 
one  regards.  The  result  is  a new  theology, 
which  denies  the  existence  of  a place 
called  “hell,”  repudiates  the  Deity  of 
Christ  and  the  vicarious  atonement  of 
His  Cross,  scoffs  at  faith  in  Jesus  Christ 
being  the  only  possible  way  of  salvation 
for  sinners.  It  is  hybrid  and  sterile.  “It 
is  common  in  ocean  navigation  to  find 
barnacles  attaching  themselves  to  the  ship, 
getting  their  momentum  from  the  move- 
ment of  the  ship,  while,  so  far  as  they 
can,  they  retard  its  progress.  Somewhat 
like  this  is  the  relation  of  the  new  theol- 
ogy and  its  evangelism  to  the  old;  it  is 
that  of  a barnacle  to  the  ship.  There  is 
a mollusk  called  a whelk.  Its  proboscis  is 
large,  and  the  tongue  is  armed  with  te6th 
which  are  used  for  the  purpose  of  rasping 
substances  used  for  food,  or  for  perforat- 
ing the  shells  of  other  mollusks  in  order 
to  prey  upon  them.  Often  a whelk  at- 
taches itself  to  the  shell  of  an  oyster,  per- 
forates it  and  sucks  out  the  life  within. 
Somewhat  similar  is  the  relation  of  the 
new  theology  and  its  evangelism  to  the 
old ; it  is  that  of  a whelk. 

As  is  well  known,  the  cuckoo  does  not 
build  a nest  of  its  own,  but  deposits  its 


eggs  in  the  nest  of  some  other  bird,  there 
to  be  hatched.  The  fledgling,  emerging 
from'  the  shell,  grows  very  rapidly,  and 
soon  attempts — often  successfully — to 
eject  the  legitimate  occupants  of  the  nest, 
a feat  for  which  its  early  conformation 
peculiarly  fits  it.  Somewhat  like  it  is  the 
relation  of  the  new  theology  and  its  evan- 
gelism to  the  old;  it  is  that  of  the  cuckoo 
to  the  builder  and  owner  of  the  stolen 
nest.  Hybrid  theology ! barnacle  theol- 
ogy ! whelk  theology ! cuckoo  theology  ! All 
this  is  the  new  theology.  Prof.  Bowne,  of 
Boston  University,  said : “The  insufferable 
blasphemy  that  condemns  the  whole  non- 
Christian  world  indiscriminately  has  ut- 
terly disappeared  among  intelligent  Chris- 
tians.” 

Well,  all  the  great  missionaries — fol- 
lowing the  lead  of  the  Bible — have  been 
guilty  of  this  same  “insufferable  blas- 
phemy;” and  so  have  all  the  men  who 
have  accomplished  anything  worth  men- 
tioning toward  saving  a lost  world ! They 
have  not  indeed  “condemned  the  whole 
non-Christian  world  indiscriminately,” 
but  nevertheless  they  have  followed  Paul 
and  Jesus  in  looking  upon  it  as  con- 
demned and  lost”  (The  Bible  Student  and 
Teacher) . 

THEY  ARE  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  THE  DELIVERY 
OF  THE  MESSAGE. 

The  night  watchman  is  responsible  for 
giving  the  alarm  when  the  thief  makes  an 
attempt  to  rob;  the  sentinel  for  warning 
the  camp  of  the  enemy’s  approach;  the 
king’s  pardon  bearer  for  the  delivery  of 
the  pardon  before  the  condemned  man  is 
executed.  The  present  generation  must 
be  warned  of  the  wrath  to  come  before 
they  pass  hence  and  are  here  no  more. 
“ Knowing  therefore  the  terror  of  the 
Lord,  we  persuade  men.”  He  sees  the  just 
God  on  His  throne,  looking  upon  the  re- 
bellious race  in  wrath.  He  sees  snares, 
fire  and  brimstone,  furious  storms  rain- 
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ing  upon  sinners,  the  whole  human  race 
rushing  madly  down  the  broad  road  to 
eternal  death,  and  he  cries  out:  “Unto 
you,  0 men,  I call  and  my  voice  is  to  the 
sons  of  man.  Turn  ye,  turn  ye,  for  why 
will  ye  die?”  It  is  related  of  the  Duke  of 
Wellington  that  when  a certain  chaplain 
asked  him  whether  he  should  preach  the 
gospel  to  the  Hindoos,  the  disciplined 
soldier  said  to  him:  “What  are  your 
marching  orders  ?”  The  chaplain  replied, 
“Go  ye  into  all  the  world  and  preach  the 
gospel  to  every  creature.”  “Then  follow 
your  orders,”  said  the  Duke;  “your  duty 
is  to  obey.”  Christ  said:  “I  came  not  to 
do  My  own  will,  but  the  will  of ‘Him  that 
sent  Me.”  When  Ananias  hesitated  about 
visiting  Saul,  the  persecutor  of  the 
Church,  “the  Lord  said  to  him:  Go  thy 
way,  for  this  man  is  a chosen  vessel  unto 
Me,  to  carry  My  name  before  the  Gentiles 
and  kings  and  the  children  of  Israel.  For 
I will  show  him  how  great  things  he  must 
suffer  for  My  name’s  sake.” 

Mr.  Gladstone,  being  asked  what  sort  of 
sermons  he  liked  best,  wrote  that,  in  his 
opinion,  “the  clergymen  of  the  day  were 
not,  as  a rule,  severe  enough  upon  their 
congregations.  They  do  not  sufficiently 
lay  upon  the  souls  and  consciences  of 
their  hearers  their  moral  obligations,  or 
probe  their  lives  and  bring  them  up  to  the 
bar  of  conscience ; the  sermons  most  need- 
ed are  those  similar  to  the  one  that  of- 
fended Lord  Melbourne  when  he  com- 
plained that  he  was  obliged  to  listen  to  a 
preacher  who  insisted  upon  a man’s  ap- 
plying his  religion  to  his  private  life. 
This  is  the  kind  of  preaching  men  need 
most  and  get  the  least  of.” 

He  warns  the  ungodly  nation  that  re- 
bellion against  His  just  and  legal  author- 
ity provokes  the  displeasure  and  wrath  of 
the  reigning  Messiah,  and  just  as  He 
overturned  Chaldea  and  Medo-Persia  and 
Grecia,  to  prepare  the  way  for  His  com- 


ing to  redeem  men,  so  He  will  overturn 
the  immoral,  un- Christian  and  inhuman 
governments  of  our  day  to  make  way  for 
His  Kingdom  of  righteousness  and  peace. 
He  w'arns  an  apostate  church  of  the  sin 
and  danger  of  corrupting  the  worship  of 
God,  so  as  to  change  it  from  the  adoration 
and  praise  of  God  to  the  entertainment 
of  the  people,  of  making  the  temple  of 
God  the  synagogue  of  Satan,  of  allowing 
the  morals  of  her  membership  to  degener- 
ate into  the  repulsive  vices  of  the  bottom- 
less pit,  of  changing  the  truth  of  God  into 
Satan’s  lie,  of  dethroning  the  Holy  One 
of  Israel  and  enthroning  a mere  man,  that 
man  of  sin  and  son  of  perdition,  who  op- 
poseth  and  exalteth  himself  above  all  that 
is  called  God  or  is  worshipped,  who  sit- 
teth  in  the  temple  of  God  as  God,  making 
himself  to  be  God. 

THEY  ARE  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  THE  EVANGELI= 
ZATION  OF  THE  WORLD. 

“This  gospel  of  the  Kingdom  must  first 
be  preached  to  all  nations  for  a witness, 
and  then  cometh  the  end.”  “And  I saw  a 
mighty  angel  fly  in  the  midst  of  heaven, 
having  the  everlasting  gospel  to  preach  to 
all  nations  and  languages.” 

Daniel  Webster,  in  his  memorable 
speech  in  the  Girard  will  case,  delivered 
in  the  Supreme  Court  at  Washington,  elo- 
quently and  forcibly  demonstrated  the 
fact  that,  from  the  days  of  the  Apostles 
to  our  own  time,  the  religion  of  Christ 
has  never  been  propagated  and  perpetu- 
ated in  any  part  of  the  world,  except  by 
the  agency  of  the  Christian  ministry. 
“Where,”  he  asks,  “was  Christianity  ever 
received?  Where  were  its  truths  ever 
poured  into  the  human  heart?  Where 
did  its  waters,  springing  up  into  eternal 
life,  ever  burst  forth,  except  in  the  track 
of  ministers  of  the  gospel?  Does  history 
record  an  instance  of  any  part  of  the 
globe  Christianized  by  lay  preachers  ? 
And  descending  from  kingdoms  and  em- 
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pires  to  cities  and  countries,  to  parishes 
and  villages,  do  we  not  all  know,  that 
wherever  Christianity  has  been  taught  by 
human  agency,  that  agency  was  the  agency 
of  ministers  of  the  gospel?” 

The  Minister’s  Encouragement. 

The  Call  of  God. 

"No  man  taketh  this  honor  unto  him- 
self, but  he  that  is  called  of  God  as  was 
Aaron.”  Moses  and  Jeremiah  exhibited 
great  reluctance  when  called  by  God.  Am- 
brose fled  and  hid  himself;  he  yielded 
only  to  pressure  before  he  could  be  pre- 
vailed upon  to  be  ordained.  Augustine 
avoided  episcopal  cities,  lest  he  should  fall 
under  the  eye  of  a Presbyter,  who  would 
urge  him  to  become  an  ordained  preach- 
er. Jerome,  though  eminent  for  learning 
and  merits,  resisted  Paulinus  for  a con- 
siderable time  before  consenting  to  ordina- 
tion. John  Knox  fled  from  the  sanctuary 
when  called  to  preach.  Francis  of  Assisi, 
penetrated  with  the  spirit  of  reverence 
for  the  sacred  office,  refused  to  be  ordained 
to  the  ministry.  Charles  H.  Spurgeon, 
who  filled  the  world  with  his  sermons,  was 
never  ordained,  though  he  publicly  de- 
clared that  he  would  submit  to  the  good 
order  of  the  Church’s  ordination  as  a 
penance , which  he  regarded  as  useless,  if 
the  brethren  wished.  Dwight  L.  Moody 
preached  and  administered  the  sacraments 
without  ordination.  In  these  two  cases 
last  cited  it  was  not  reluctance,  but  pug- 
nacious independence  that  kept  them 
from  receiving  the  divinely  appointed  or- 
dination. And  the  "order  which  is  heav- 
en’s first  law”  is  essential  to  the  peace  and 
prosperity  of  the  Church  upon  earth. 

These  exceptionally  gifted  men  do  not 
invalidate  the  law  and  order  of  the 
Church.  But  it  still  remains  true  that 
the  Spirit  of  God  expresses  His  call  to 
His  servant  through  the  choice  of  the 
people  and  by  the  laying  on  of  the  hands  of 
the  Presbytery.  "The  Holy  Ghost  said  to 


them:  Separate  Me  Saul  and  Barnabas, 
for  the  work  whereunto  I have  called 
them.” 

THE  QUALIFICATION  WRAPPED  UP  IN  THE 
CALL. 

"Neglect  not  the  gift  that  is  in  thee, 
which  was  given  thee  by  the  laying  on  of 
the  hands  of  the  Presbytery.”  A man  may 
be  endowed  with  the  martial  spirit  of  a 
soldier,  yet  he  cannot  be  enrolled  among 
the  defenders  of  his  country  till  he  be 
enlisted  by  his  superior  officer.  Another 
may  possess  legal  acumen  of  a high  order, 
and  a judicial  frame  of  mind,  but  he  can- 
not assume  the  ermine  and  ascend  the 
bench  till  he  is  lawfully  elected.  Neither 
can  the  aspirant  for  the  ministry  assume 
its  functions,  unless  duly  summoned  by 
the  living  voice  of  authority. 

DELIVERANCE  FROM  THE  FEAR  OF  MAN. 

"Be  not  afraid  of  them.”  The  truth 
takes  such  hold  of  him,  that  he  cannot 
help  speaking  it  whether  men  hear  or  for- 
bear. "I  charge  you  before  God  and  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  shall  judge  the 
quick  and  dead,  preach  the  word.” 

THE  PRESENCE  OF  GOD. 

"Lo,  I am  with  you  alway.”  "He  is  at 
my  right  hand;  I shall  not  be  moved.” 
God  watches  over  His  servants  and  puts  a 
covering  upon  their  heads  in  the  day  of 
battle.  "Touch  not,”  He  said,  "My  anoint- 
ed, and  do  no  evil  to  My  prophets.”  Some- 
times He  inflicted  summary  chastisements 
on  those  that  offered  personal  violence  to 
His  consecrated  servants.  King  J eroboam 
raises  his  arm  to  strike  one  of  the  pro- 
phets, and  his  hand  instantly  falls  with- 
ered by  his  side.  The  strong  men  who 
bound  the  three  Hebrews  and  cast  them 
into  the  fiery  furnace  were  consumed  by 
the  flames,  and  the  men  who  secured  the 
decree  that  sent  Daniel  to  the  lion’s  den 
were  themselves  cast  in  and  devoured. 
Paul  was  delivered  out  of  the  mouth  of 
the  lion  at  Borne. 
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Mersina,  Asia  Minor. — A personal  let- 
ter from  Miss  Elma  French,  dated  March 
11,  1909,  contains  a few  sentences  that 
her  friends  will  read  with  prayerful  in- 
terest : 

- - - My  visit  to  the  other  fields  did 
much  for  me.  I returned  feeling  re- 
freshed both  in  body  and  mind.  The  sad 
news  which  came  to  me  so  soon  after  my 
return  would  have  been  much  harder  to 
bear  had  I not  had  the  rest.  Surely  God 
wanted  me  to  go,  for  He  opened  every 
door  which  seemed  closed  for  a time. 

What  do  those  who  know  not  the 

comfort  of  a loving  Saviour  do  when 
trials  come?  “Without  Christ”  is  the 
most  terrible  thing  that  can  be  said  of  any 
one,  and  how  many  are  without  Him. 
Truly,  we  sow  in  tears,  but  the  reap- 
ers will  return  rejoicing.  I often  think 
we  may  not  be  permitted  to  do  any  reap- 
ing, but  if  we  sow  well  we  will  not  be  held 
responsible  for  the  reaping.  It  may  be 
God’s  will  for  another  to  reap.  My 
anxiety  is  to  be  faithful  and  do  the  work 
well  which  He  gives  me  to  do.  As  I look 
around  me,  I would  say,  if  I didn’t  know 
God’s  promises  are  true,  that  there  was  no 
use  trying,  but  He  has  promised  that  all 
nations  shall  turn  to  Him  and  do  homage 
and  we  know  that  this  or  no  other  land 
will  be  excepted. 

School  is  about  as  usual.  We  have  been 
having  examinations  the  last  two  weeks. 
It  is  just  as  all  other  schools.  Some  of 
the  pupils  are  going  very  slowly,  some 
fairly  well  and  some  are  doing  wonders. 
- - - As  I listen  to  the  children  repeating 
Psalms  and  Catechism  and  reading  in  the 
Bible,  I cannot  help  feeling  how  sad  it  is 
that  the  truth  does  not  sink  deeper  and 


bear  more  fruit;  and  yet  we  cannot  tell 
what  the  leaven  is  doing  as  it  quietly 
works.  So  we  can  only  trust. 

China. — A letter  dated  March  8,  1909, 
from  Miss  Jennie  Dean,  recently  appoint- 
ed teacher  of  the  girls’  school  at  Tak  Hing 
Chau,  records  her  new  experiences : 

It  is  over  three  months  since  we  ar- 
rived. in  Tak  Hing,  and  my  experience  in 
regard  to  the  swift  passing  of  time  is  the 
same  as  the  others.  In  due  time  I began, 
studying,  and  to  my  joy  find  the  language, 
which  I had  dreaded  not  a little,  most  in- 
teresting. However,  there  is  no  royal 
road  to  the  acquisition  of  this  mysterious 
language,  and  much  patience  needs  to  be 
exercised.  It  is  well  that  it  is  not  put  into 
one’s  mouth  on  arriving,  as  there  is  much 
to  learn  of  Chinese  customs  and  ways  in 
these  days  of  study.  I shall  rejoice  when 
I am  as  proficient  in  Chinese  as  Dr.  Scott 
and  the  others,  who  came  out  the  year 
previous. 

I am  pleasantly  located  with  Drs.  Mc- 
Burney  and  Dr.  Scott.  My  room  is  the 
one  opening  out  on  the  bridge  connecting 
with  the  girls’  school.  I shall  indeed  be 
very  glad  when  this  means  of  communica- 
tion with  the  school  is  necessary  to  me. 

The  school  girls  are  attractive  and  in- 
teresting, and  though  of  a different  color 
and  foreign  speech,  have  the  same  sweet 
natural  girl  nature  that  American  girls 
have,  and  one  could  not  but  love  them. 
The  girls’  school  life  is  ideal  in  that  it 
promotes  an  all-round  development.  Be- 
sides their  regular  school  work  and  Bible 
classes,  they  cook  their  own  rice,  do  their 
own  washing,  attend  their  gardens,  have 
charge  of  the  cleaning  of  the  building,  and 
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do  their  sewing.  The  value  of  such  train- 
ing in  contrast  with  the  degraded  and 
despised  condition  of  women  in  China  is 
beyond  estimation. 

We  greatly  lament  Dr.  Kate  McBur- 
ney’s  indisposition,  not  more  so,  I sus- 
pect, than  she  herself ; however,  she  has  a 
faculty  of  assisting  in  the  management  of 
the  schools  from  her  own  room  when  there 
is  no  other  way.  We  sincerely  trust  that 


and  pumello  orchards,  clumps  of  tall, 
graceful  bamboo  and  pretty  native  vege- 
table gardens  help  to  beautify  the  scene 
and  counteract  in  a measure  some  of  the 
unlovely  sights. 

The  location  of  our  Mission  on  the  West 
River,  and  in  its  proximity  to  Hong 
Kong,  gives  us  many  advantages  over  other 
missions  further  in  the  interior.  British 
steamers  constantly  ply  between  Hong 


the  needed  rest  in  the  homeland  will 
speedily  restore  her  to  health  and  strength. 
The  work  in  the  woman’s  school  and  girls’ 
school,  in  Drs.  McBurney’s  absence  on 
furlough,  will  be  in  Mrs.  Wright’s  charge, 
assisted  by  Mrs.  A.  I.  Robb,  Mrs.  E.  C. 
Mitchell  and  Mrs.  W.  M.  Robb. 

I think  I was  surprised  to  find  that 
China  has  her  share  of  natural  beauty. 
Mountains  are  all  around  us,  while  orange 


Kong  and  Wu  Chau,  a city  forty  miles 
above  us.  I was  up  at  Wu  Chau  a few 
weeks  ago,  in  company  with  our  physicians 
when  they  attended  a meeting  of  the  West 
River  Medical  Association.  Wu  Chau,  as 
you  know,  is  an  important  open  port.  A 
British  Consulate  is  located  there,  also 
the  customs.  These,  with  the  mission- 
aries at  that  place,  make  quite  a foreign 
population  for  an  inland  Chinese  town. 
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I was  greatly  surprised  to  find  a govern- 
ment school  for  girls  in  Wu  Chau.  This 
certainly  shows  the  advance  China  is  mak- 
ing in  the  giving  way  of  prejudice  con- 
cerning education  of  girls. 

Just  let  me  add  that  I consider  it  a 
great  privilege  to  be  permitted  a place  in 
China,  and  shall  rejoice  when  ready  for 
active  work. 

We  have  reproduced  for  the  readers  of 
Olive  Trees  a pen-and-ink  map  prepared 
by  Rev.  A.  I.  Robb,  giving  an  outline  view 
of  the  mission  field  of  which  Tak  Hing 
Chau  is  the  center,  and  indicating  the 
relative  position  of  proposed  sub-stations. 
The  field  is  about  fifty  miles  square,  and 
contains  an  estimated  population  of 
1,500,000  souls,  for  whose  evangelization 
the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  has 
made  itself  responsible. 

With  the  Field  Reports  to  the  Board 
Dr.  Ida  M.  Scott,  Corresponding  Secre- 
tary, has  written  a letter,  from  which, 
though  not  intended  for  publication,  we 
give  our  readers  a few  extracts : 

- - - The  annual  mission  meeting  was 
an  interesting  one  to  us,  as  the  year’s  work 
was  discussed,  and  plans,  so  far  as  pos- 
sible, made  for  the  coming  year. A 

decided  change  in  the  Lin  Tan  plan  has 
been  made  in  the  removal  of  Rev.  R.  A. 
Blair  and  family  from  the  field.  We  are 
glad  to  hear  favorable  reports  from  him, 
and  to  know  he  is  allowed  to  speak.  With 
his  enthusiasm,  which  will  not  be  lessened 
by  his  enforced  rest  for  a while,  he  will 
be  able  to  awaken  greater  interest  in  the 
work  on  the  part  of  the  Church  at  home. 

Those  of  us  still  at  the  Mission  cannot 
make  any  definite  plans  for  opening  up 
work  at  the  new  stations  on  account  of 

the  opposition. Do  Sing  can  be 

worked  pretty  well  from  Tak  Hing,  as  it 
is  not  a particularly  hard  trip  there  and 


back  in  a day,  but  on  account  of  the 
greater  distance  to  Lin  Tan  and  the 
greater  difficulty  of  reaching  that  station, 
one-day  trips  are  not  possible.  But  the 
Lord  can  open  up  the  work  when  and 
where  He  will,  and  can  “man”  it  as  He 
sees  best  when  the  time  comes;  and  it  is 
not  our  part  to  be  unduly  concerned  about 
it,  but  to  diligently  prepare  for  work,  and 
it  may  be  there  is  something  far  better  for 
us  than  we  have  thought  or  planned 
for. 

If  present  plans  are  carried  out  Drs. 
Kate  and  Jean  McBurney  will  leave  four 
weeks  from  to-day  (March  24)  for  their 
home  trip.-  - - Dr.  Kate  has  been  con- 
fined to  her  bed  most  of  the  time  for 
three  months.  I am  sure  it  is  a great  trial 
to  her  to  give  up  the  active  work,  but  she 
is  still  doing  much  in  managing  the 
schools. Her  patience  and  cheerful- 

ness during  these  days  of  indisposition 
have  been  a lesson  to  us  all.  I know  of 
no  one  of  whom  it  can  more  truly  be  said, 
“I  have  learned  in  whatsoever  state  I am 

therein  to  be  content.” Dr.  Jean,  on 

account  of  the  anxiety  over  her  sister’s 
condition  and  with  the  work  of  the  hos- 
pital and  dispensary  and  of  getting  things 
in  shape  for  going  home,  has  taxed  her 
strength  beyond  what  was  wise,  and  for 
her  sake  I am  glad  they  are  to  go  soon, 
though  I scarcely  see  how  I will  get  along 
without  them.  Miss  Dean’s  presence 
makes  it  easier  to  give  them  up.  She  be- 
comes more  indispensable  every  day.  I' 
do  not  see  how  it  would  be  possible  to  find 
any  one  who  is  more  congenial  than  she; 
she  is  so-  interested  in  anything  that  will 
help  children,  and  is  unconsciously  teach- 
ing them  whenever  they  are  in  her  pres- 
ence. She  calls  their  attention  to  the 
birds,  flowers,  insects,  and  is  teaching 
them  to  reverence  life  in  the  smallest 
thing.  She  has  for  a few  days  been  teach- 
ing Lawson  Robb  from  a half  hour  to  an 
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hour  before  beginning  her  study  of 
Chinese,  and  her  regret  is  that  she  can- 
not take  more  time  for  it,  as  he  is  so  in- 
terested in  the  study.  We  are  thankful, 
too,  to  have  Dr.  Wright  back  again,  and 
in  such  good  health.  All  say  they  never 
saw  him  look  better.-  - - 

The  weather  is  rainy,  but  the  cold  rains 
seem  to  be  over,  and  the  flowers  are  grow- 
ing nicely,  the  birds  are  singing,  and 
everything  has  a springlike  air.  For  sev- 
eral weeks  we  have  been  having  all  the 
fresh  tomatoes  we  can  eat.  We  have  some 
in  all  our  gardens,  but  Mrs.  A.  I.  Robb 
had  some  new  method  of  managing  the 
vines,  which  proved  very  successful,  and 
had  quite  a lot  of  tomatoes  weighing  over 
a pound  each.  During  the  time  Mr.  A.  I. 
Robb  was  dealing  with  the  officials  about 
the  persecution,  the  Tak  Hing  official  was 
down  a number  of  times,  and  Mrs.  Robb 
gave  him  flowers  sometimes,  and  once  gave 
him  some  tomatoes.  This  week  he  sent 
her  two  pots  of  flowers,  one  a begonia,  the 
other  something  else — I do  not  know  the 
name  of  it — and  some  chrysanthemums.  So 
if  the  officials  do  not  do  what  we  want  in 

AT  H 

Beaver  Falls,  Pa. — Minute  on  the 
death  of  Mrs.  Martha  Yale  Downie,  wife 
of  Elder  R.  M.  Downie,  of  the  College 
Hill  R.  P.  Church. 

It  is  with  sorrow  that  we  record  the 
mysterious  providence  that  so  suddenly 
and  in  such  a mysterious  way  took  from 
her  home,  from  our  congregation  and 
community,  our  beloved  sister  and  friend, 
Mrs.  Martha  Yale  Downie.  We  are  dumb, 
opening  not  our  mouths — “Thy  way,  0 
God,  is  in  the  sea,  and  Thy  path  in  the 
deep  waters.”  Though  we  cannot  under- 
stand, yet  we  believe  in  the  all-encom- 
passing and  all-wise  providence  of  God, 
and  therefore,  we  will  trust  Him  in  the 


the  official  capacity,  there  is  at  least  good 
feeling  between  them  and  the  Mission — 
I say  Mission,  for  Mr.  Robb  stands  for 
the  Mission. . 

% 

The  following  action  was  taken  by  the 
Mission  in  China  concerning  the  retire- 
ment of  Rev.  R.  A.  Blair  from  the  mission 
field: 

1.  We  deeply  sympathize  with  our 
brother  and  his  wife  in  the  affliction  that 
has  befallen  him,  and  that  has  made 
necessary  their  permanent  retirement 
from  a field  of  labor  where  they  had  hoped 
to  spend  many  years  of  service. 

2.  We  rejoice  that  our  brother  is  able 
to  see  the  Lord’s  hand  in  this  providence, 
and  that,  though  obliged  to  leave  the 
field,  the  Master  is  still  employing  him  in 
the  interests  of  the  Mission  in  China.  We 
wish  to  assure  him  of  our  continued  good 
wishes  and  prayers  in  all  his  future  work. 

J.  K.  Robb, 

J.  M.  Wright, 

Ida  M.  Scott-, 

Committee. 


OMEI. 

darkness,  awaiting  that  day  when  we  shall 
know  even  as  we  are  known,  and  all  life’s 
mysteries  shall  be  made  plain. 

For  Mrs., Downie  to  live  was  Christ;  for 
her  to  die  was  gain.  She  loved  every  one, 
but  above  all,  her  Master.  When  she  went 
away  she  left  behind  many  friends — no 
enemies.  She  loved  the  Word  of  God,  of 
which  she  was  a diligent  and  intelligent 
student. 

Her  interests  in  life  were  many,  but  she 
was  interested  pre-eminently  in  her  home 
and  in  the  Church.  She  was  a faithful 
and  devoted  wife  and  mother.  She  was 
most  deeply  interested  in  her  children. 
She  gave  much  thought  and  time  to  their 
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education  along  intellectual  and  especially 
along  religious  lines.  Her  interest  in 
children  extended  far  beyond  the  circle  of 
her  own  home.  * She  was  solicitous  for  the 
spiritual  welfare  of  the  children  of  the 
church  and  community,  and  oftentimes  in 
prayer  meeting  spoke  directly  to  them. 
She  was  interested  in  and  gave  much  of 
her  time  and  abilit}'-  to  the  work  of  the 
congregation,  and  to  the  great  work  of 
Temperance.  Suddenly  she  was  called 
upon  to  cease  her  Master’s  service  here  on 
earth  that  she  might  begin  the  higher  ser- 
vice of  heaven. 

In  her  character  she  manifested  much 
of  the  patience  and  gentleness  of  her  Mas- 
ter. Truly  could  it  be  said  of  her  that 
her  “gentleness  made  her  great.”  The 
fiery  trial  through  which  she  passed  in 
her  last  days  was  her  perfecting  for 
heaven. 

To  her  husband  and  children  in  their 
deep  affliction  we  extend  our  deepest  sym- 
pathy and  commend  them  to  the  God  of 
all  grace  and  comfort. 

R.  H.  Martin, 

J.  W.  Wilson, 

J.  D.  McAnlis. 

New  Concord,  0. — The  Ladies’  Mis- 
sionary Society  of  New  Concord,  0.,  of- 
fer this  tribute  of  love  and  appreciation 
to  the  memory  of  Mrs.  Nancy  Stitt,  for 
many  years  a member  of  this  congrega- 
tion and  missionary  society.  In  less  than 
six  months  death  has  claimed  two  of  our 
number.  We  acknowledge  God’s  hand, 
and  hear  His  voice  to  us,  “Be  ye  also 
.ready.”  In  the  death  of  Mrs.  Stitt  our 
society  has  lost  another  of  its  aged  mem- 
bers. We  bear  testimony  to  her  Christian 
character.  Calm  and  submissive  under 
severe  providences.  Quiet  and  retiring, 
yet  faithful  in  all  duty.  Earnest  in  at- 
tendance on  the  means  of  grace,  she  tes- 
tified her  faith  in  God  and  His  prom- 


ises, and  her  love  for  God’s  house.  We 
miss  her,  but  rejoice  in  the  hope  she  is 
now  enjoying  one  of  the  mansions  Christ 
has  prepared  for  His  people.  To  the 
family,  especially  the  daughter  with 
whom  she  made  her  home,  we  extend  our 
sympathy. 

“If  we  believe  that  Jesus  died  and  rose 
again,  even  so  them  also  wThich  sleep  in 
Jesus  will  God  bring  with  Him.” 

Committee. 

Olathe,  Kansas. — The  Ladies’  Mission- 
ary Society  wish  to  give  expression  to  the 
lovely  Christian  character  of  Mrs.  Ninna 
McClement.  With. kind  and  gentle  man- 
ners and  a happy  and  joyful  disposition, 
she  won  many  friends.  In  her  manifes- 
tation of  peace,  good  will  and  a forgiving 
spirit,  she  was  an  example  worthy  to  fol- 
low. She  was  untiring  in  her  efforts  “to 
do  something  for  somebody  else.” 

In  her  home  she  was  as  a ra}r  of  sun- 
shine, nor  did  it  stop  there,  but  was  felt 
by  all  wTith  whom  she  came  in  contact. 
Truly,  “To  know  her  was  to  love  her.”  In 
childlike  simplicity  she  very  much  re- 
sembled the  Master,  Whom  she  served  all 
her  life.  Her  character  is  beautifully 
portrayed  in  the  picture  presented  in 
Prov.  31,  10  and  31.  What  a comforting 
thought  that  this  useful  and  happy  life 
continues  on  throughout  eternity,  per- 
fected in  the  image  of  Jesus  Christ,  Who 
has  gone  on  before  to  prepare  mansions 
for  those  who  love  Him. 

Mrs.  Milligan, 
Mrs.  Wright, 

Mrs.  Mitchell. 

Philadelphia,  Pa. — Class  No.  2,  of  the 

Sabbath  school  of  Third  Church,  Phila- 
delphia, offers  this  tribute  of  love  to  the 
memory  of  Mrs.  Bessie  W.  Steele,  whom 
God  in  His  Providence  called  home  very 
suddenly  on  the  morning  of  Feb.  25,  1009  : 
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From  earth  to  life  eternal  our  young 
friend  was  taken,  and  for  the  first  time 
in  the  history  of  our  class  the  ranks  have 
been  broken  by  death.  Coming  to  us  but 
a little  over  a year  ago  in  the  strength 
and  beauty  of  youth,  she  had  endeared 
herself  to  all  who  had  the  pleasure  of 
knowing  her  by  her  gracious  and  cordial 
manner,  but  especially  to  us  who  were 
more  closely  associated  with  her  in  the 
class. 

We  would  not  question  God’s  purpose  in 
removing  from  earth  so  suddenly  our  de- 
parted friend,  but  we  are  forcibly  re- 
minded of  the  scriptural  injunction,  “Be 
ye  also  ready,  for  in  such  an  hour  as  ye 
think  not,  the  Son  of  Man  cometh.” 

We  humbly  bow  in  submission  to  His 
will,  and  extend  to  the  bereaved  husband 
and  mother  our  sincere  sympathy,  com- 
mending them  to  the  God  of  all  grace, 
praying  that  they  may  be  enabled  to  say 
“His  will  be  done.” 

“With  quivering  heart  and  trembling  will 
The  word  had  passed  thy  lips. 

Within  the  shadow,  cold  and  still, 

Of  some  fair  joy’s  eclipse. 

Thy  will  be  done ! Thy  God  hath  heard 
And  He  will  crown  that  faith-framed 
word. 

Thy  prayer  shall  be  fulfilled,  but  how  ? 

His  thoughts  are  not  as  thine; 

While  thou  would’st  only  weep  and  bow. 
He  saith,  Arise  and  shine. 

Thy  thoughts  were  all  of  grief  and  night 
But  His  of  boundless  joy  and  light. 

Mrs.  Anne  J.  MacKnight, 
Mrs.  Thomas  Boggs, 

Committee. 

Sterling,  Kansas. — In  the  death  of  our 
friend  and  co-worker,  Miss  Nellie  Murphy, 
our  L.  M.  Society  has  again  been  remind- 
ed of  the  need  to  “work  while  it  is  day.” 
She  departed  this  life  Jan.  6,  1909,  after 
several  weeks’  illness.  Although  the  last 


week  of  her  life  was  one  of  intense  suffer- 
ing, she  gave  those  that  were  with  her 
much  evidence  of  her  faith  in  Christ.  At 
one  time  saying,  “I  have  no  particular 
rapture,  but  just  such  sweet,  quiet  rest; 
no  fear  whatever.” 

She  was  able  to  lay  hold  on  God’s 
promises  and  make  them  her  own.  Miss 
Murphy  was  of  a quiet  disposition,  but 
faithfulness  in  duty  seemed  to  be  her 
watchword. 

She  left  one  brother  and  a host  of 
friends  in  the  congregation  and  com- 
munity around  who  will  miss  her  very 
much.  “Be  ye  also  ready.” 

Committee. 

Winchester,  Kansas. — It  has  pleased  our 
Heavenly  Father  to  call  to  Himself  one 
of  our  members,  Mrs.  S.  G.  Mitchel,  who 
died  at  her  home  in  Winchester,  Kans., 
Feb.  8,  1909,  just  one  day  after  her  fifty- 
fourth  birthday. 

The  L.  M.  Society  of  the  R.  P.  Church 
desire  to  place  on  record  a tribute  of  love 
and  appreciation  to  her  memory : A true 
wife,  cheerful  companion  and  helper,  her 
life  was  a busy  one.  Although  deprived  of 
sight  from  early  childhood,  her  motto  was 
“Never  be  idle  if  you  want  to  be  happy.” 
She  was  able  most  of  the  time  during  her 
illness  to  superintend  her  household  af- 
fairs, and  help  with  her  own  and  her  hus- 
band’s work.  She  will  be  greatly  missed, 
not  only  in  the  home,  but  also  in  the 
church,  as  her  seat  was  seldom  vacant 
until  the  last  year,  when  at  times  she  suf- 
fered severely  from  cancer.  She  had  been 
home  only  a few  days  after  a second  opera- 
tion, when  her  Heavenly  Father,  in  His 
loving  kindness,  took  her  to  that  home 
where  there  is  no  more  suffering  and  sor- 
row. . 

We  can  use  no  more  fitting  words  than 
her  own,  “Though  we  are  deprived  of 
sight  in  this  world,  what  great  joy  it  is 
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to  us  to  know  that  we  will  see  that  beau- 
tiful home  that  our  precious  Saviour  has 
prepared  for  us,  and  the  unspeakable  bliss 
it  will  be  to  stand  and  gaze  on  His  shin- 
ing face,  and  to  meet  our  loved  ones  gone 
before.” 

Beckie  Smith,  Sec. 

Mrs.  Maggie  White. 

Mrs.  Mary  Coulter. 

Wilkinsburg,  Pa  . — The  Young  People’s 
Missionary  Society  of  the  Wilkinsburg 
Congregation  has  completed  a monogram 
quilt,  which  will  be  of  interest  to  every 
member  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Church.  It  is  made  of  twenty  white 
patches,  on  each  of  which  is  embroidered 
in  red  floss  the  names  of  forty  persons, 
making  eight  hundred  names  on  the  quilt. 

The  names  are  those  of  prominent  men 
and  women  throughout  the  whole  Church, 
and  each  name  represents  ten  cents,  thus 


making  $80  collected  for  the  patches  alone. 
The  money  was  placed  in  the  bank  at  in- 
terest, and  now  amounts  to  $93.76. 

All  the  material  of  which  the  quilt  is 
composed,  was  donated;  the  only  expense 
connected  with  it  being  that  of  the  quilt- 
ing. 

The  quilt  is  for  sale,  and  will  be  on 
exhibition  at  the  Woman's  Presbyterial 
Missionary  Convention  in  New  Alexan- 
dria, May  18  and  19.  All  the  money  col- 
lected for  the  patches,  as  well  as  that  to 
be  realized  from  the  sale  of  the  quilt,  is 
pledged  to  the  Indian  Mission  Hospital. 
This  is  a good  opportunity  for  some  one 
to  make  a special  contribution  to  the  .In- 
dian Mission,  and  at  the  same  time  possess 
a quilt  that  is  of  real  value. 

For  further  information,  address  Miss 
Margaret  S.  McCune,  445  Biddle  Avenue, 
Wilkinsburg,  Pa. 


“What  a piece  of  audacity  it  was,”  writes  Dr.  Maclaren,  “for  Peter  to  go  and 
stand  by.  the  paralytic  man’s  couch,  and  say,  ‘iEneas,  Jesus  Christ  maketh  thee 
whole !’  Yes,  audacity ; unless  he  had  been  in  such  constant  and  close  touch  with 
his  Master  that  he  was  sure  that  the  Master  was  working  through  him.  And  is  it 
not  beautiful  to  see  how  absolutely  confident  he  is  that  Jesus  Christ’s  work  was  not 
done  when  He  went  up  into  heaven;  but  that  there,  in  that  stuffy  little  room,  where 
the  man  had  lain  motionless  for  eight  long  years,  Jesus  Christ  is  present,  and  working. 

4^4^41 

There  are  upwards  of  15,000,000  children  in  our  land  who  are  not  in  the  Sabbath 
schools,  and  into  the  majority  of  whose  lives  there  comes  little,  if  any,  Christian  in- 
fluence or  uplift.  Carrying  the  gospel  message  to  the  homes  of  these  “little  ones”  is 
of  vital  interest  to  every  citizen,  as  it  has  a direct  bearing  upon  the  moral  and  re- 
ligious life  of  the  rising  generation. 

The  real  life  of  the  nation  is  in  the  home,  and  if  the  gospel  message  is  not  car- 
ried into  the  homes  of  the  nation  it  will  be  absent  from  the  national  life.  Vast  sums 
of  money  have  been  given  to  our  colleges  and  universities,  nor  would  we  have  it  less. 
A limited  number,  however,  of  our  young  people  are  able  to  attend  these  institu- 
tions. Evangelistic  effort  is  largely  in  behalf  of  adults.  A painstaking  study  of  the 
religious  conditions  in  our  country  forces  the  conclusion  that  only  through  the  home 
can  the  entire  population  be  reached.  Bring  the  children  to  Christ,  and  later  all  the 
people  will  be  Christians. — American  Messenger. 


He  who  trusts  as  if  God  were  the  worker  and  then  works  as  if  God  had  remitted 
all  work  to  men,  is  sure  to  find  the  secret  of  Christian  success. — Arthur  Edwards. 


110 


Monographs . 


MONOGRAPHS. 


THE  CANADIAN  CONGRESS  OF  THE 
LAYMEN’S  MISSIONARY 
MOVEMENT. 

Never  before  has  there  been  sncli  an 
exhibition  of  interest  by  men  in  the 
evangelization  of  the  world  as  was  wit- 
nessed at  Toronto  in  connection  with  the 
Canadian  National  Missionary  Congress. 
Fifteen  hundred  ministers  and  more  than 
twenty-five  hundred  laymen  were  regis- 
tered as  commissioners.  Hundreds  of  other 
ministers  would  have  been  present,  but  the 
capacity  of  Massey  Hall  made  it  necessary 
to  limit  the  number.  The  lay  commis- 
sioners all  paid  a registration  fee  to  cover 
the  cost  of  organizing  and  conducting  the 
Congress.  In  the  case  of  Toronto  lay- 
men, this  fee  was  $5.  For  men  from  out- 
side Toronto  it  was  $3. 

The  Congress  lasted'  for  five  days, 
March  31  to  April  4,  with  two  sessions  on 
the  opening  day  and  three  sessions  on  each 
of  the  four  following  days.  Three  of  these 
sessions  were  devoted  to  separate  denom- 
inational conventions,  five  of  which  were 
held.  Every  denomination  co-operated 
most  heartily  in  all  of  the  plans  for  the 
Congress,  making  it  truly  representative 
and  national.  Commissioners  were  pres- 
ent in  substantial  numbers  from  the  At- 
lantic to  the  Pacific.  Over  one  hundred 
and  fifty  men  attended  from  Montreal, 
and  over  one  hundred  from  Winnipeg, 
thirty-six  hours’  journey  from  Toronto. 

Not  before  in  modern  history  have  the 
representative  men  of  all  the  churches  of 
a nation  assembled  to  plan  together  for 
the  extension  of  Christ’s  Kingdom 
throughout  the  world.  It  is  the  beginning 
of  the  fulfillment  of  the  Master’s  prayer, 
“that  they  all  may  be  one,  that  the  world 
may  believe.”  The  power  of  combined 


Christianity  to  evangelize  the  world  was 
probably  the  dominant  note  of  the  Con- 
gress. 

The  National  Missionary  Policy  which 
was  adopted  is  worthy  of  special  detailed 
study.  It  is  an  attempt  to  voice  Canada’s 
national  and  international  religious  obli- 
gations. It  contemplates  an  increase  of 
offerings  for  missions  to  about  threefold 
the  amount  that  was  contributed  before 
the  Laymen’s  Missionary  Movement  was 
inaugurated.  In  the  case  of  foreign 
missions,  more  than  a fourfold  aggregate 
is  accepted  as  the  necessary  basis.  Ke- 
ports  from  all  parts  of  the  Dominion 
proved  that  such  an  increase  is  entirely 
practicable.  Hundreds  of  individual 
churches  have  doubled,  trebled  and  quad- 
rupled their  missionary  offerings  during 
the  past  year.  The  city  of  Toronto,  which 
undertook  to  increase  its  offerings  to  mis- 
sions from  $142,000  to  $500,000  per  year 
has  $400,000  in  sight  for  this  year,  and 
fully  expects  to  reach  the  half  million 
mark  by  next  year.  The  mission  boards  of 
Canada  have  already  received  about  $300,- 
000  in  excess  of  the  amount  received  last 
year.  It  was  reported  on  the  floor  of  the 
Congress  that  the  Southern  Presbyterian 
Church  has  increased  its  offerings  to  for- 
eign missions  by  $89,000  during  the 
financial  year  closing  March  31. 

The  Canadian  missionary  campaign  and 
national  congress  have  peculiar  interest 
to  Americans  in  view  of  a similar  cam- 
paign to  be  conducted  in  the  United  States 
from  October,  1909  to  April,  1910.  This 
campaign  will  also  culminate  in  a national 
missionary  congress,  when  representatives 
of  all  the  churches  in  the  United  States 
may  define  in  specific  terms  the  nation’s 
missionary  responsibility. 

In  June,  1910,  there  will  be  held  at 
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Edinburgh,  Scotland,  the  World’s  Mis- 
sionary Conference,  where  the  best  ex- 
perience of  each  nation  will  become  the 
common  property  of  all  Christendom.  The 
first  national  missionary  policy  has  been 
adopted.  Others  must  inevitably  follow. 
The  indications  multiply  that  the  Church 
of  our  generation  will  yet  undertake  to 
reach  the  last  person  in  the  world  with 
the  message  of  life  in  Jesus  Christ. 

J.  Campbell  White,  Gen.  Sec. 

CANADA’S  NATIONAL  MISSIONARY 
POLICY* 

In  view  of  the  universality  and  finality 
of  the  gospel  of  Christ,  and  in  view  of  the 
spiritual  needs  of  mankind,  we  believe  that 
the  Church  of  our  generation  should  un- 
dertake to  obey  literally  the  command  of 
Christ  to  preach  the  gospel  to  every 
creature. 

According  to  their  several  ability  and 
opportunity,  Ave  believe  that  the  laymen 
of  the  churches  are  equally  responsible 
with  the  ordained  ministers  to  pray  and 
to  work  for  the  coming  of  the  Kingdom  of 
God  upon  earth. 

We  believe  that  every  Christian  should 
recognize  the  world  as  his  field,  and  to  the 
full  measure  of  his  ability,  work  for  its 
evangelization. 

We  recognize  the  clear  duty  of  the 
churches  of  Canada  to  evangelize  all  those 
in  the  Dominion,  or  who  come  to  our 
shores,  who  have  not  been  led  into  the 
Christian  life,  and  also  to  provide  for  the 
adequate  preaching  of  the  gospel  to  forty 
millions  of  souls  in  the  non- Christian 
world. 

We  accept  the  estimates  of  our  mission- 
ary leaders,  that  at  least  $1,300,000  an- 
nually should  be  contributed  toward  our 

*This  statement  was  adopted  by  the 
Canadian  Congress  of  the  Laymen  s Mis- 
sionary Movement,  which  met  at  Toronto 
March  31  to  April  4,  1909. 


home  mission  work,  and  $3,200,000  annu- 
ally to  foreign  mission  work  by  the 
churches  represented  in  this  Congress,  ag- 
gregating a communicant  membership  of 
about  nine  hundred  thousand. 

We  confidently  believe  that  the  spirit  of 
unity  and  co-operation  so  manifested  in 
this  movement  will  find  expression  in 
practical  methods  of  co-operation  in  both 
the  home  and  foreign  field,  so  that  un- 
necessary duplication  of  work  may  be 
avoided. 

We  believe  that  the  call  to  make  dom- 
inant and  regnant  in  all  human  relation- 
ships, personal,  national  and  racial,  the 
principles  and  spirit  of  Jesus  Christ,  pre- 
sents to  every  man  his  supreme  opportun- 
ity of  development,  usefulness  and  satis- 
faction,, and  we  appeal  to  men  everywhere 
to  invest  their  intelligence,  their  influ- 
ence, their  energy  and  their  possessions  in 
the  effort  of  combined  Christianity  to  re- 
deem the  world. 

Kemembering  that  the  promises  of  bless- 
ings are  conditional  upon  obedience  to  the 
will  of  God,  and  recognizing  the  deep 
spiritual  quickening  which  has  already 
come  to  our  churches  through  the  awaken- 
ing of  the  missionary  spirit,  we  call  upon 
the  whole  membership  of  the  churches 
here  represented  to  unite  with  us  in  dis- 
charging our  personal  and  national  mis- 
sionary obligations. 

Assembled  in  the  first  National  Mission- 
ary Congress  of  modern  times,  and  deeply 
persuaded  of  the  poAver  of  combined  and 
cooperative  Christianity  to  solve  all  the 
problems  of  human  society,  we  desire  to 
unite  with  the  churches  of  our  sister  coun- 
tries throughout  Christendom,  as  loyal 
servants  of  the  King  of  kings,  in  a com- 
prehensive and  adequate  crusade  for  the 
AAunning  of  mankind  to  Jesus  Christ,  Who 
is  “the  Way,  the  Truth  and  the  Life,” 
“the  Desire  of  the  nations”  and  “the  Light 
of  the  world.” 
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THE  CONGRESS -AND  AFTERWARDS  * 

One  of  the  most  remarkable  conven- 
tions ever  held  in  Toronto,  ever  held  any- 
where, came  to  a close  last  night.  It  was 
the  first  Canadian  National  Missionary 
Congress.  Mr.  J.  Campbell  White,  who 
has  been  a leader  in  great  world  move- 
ments and  has  studied  life  at  close  range 
on  three  continents,  pronounced  it  the 
most  important  and  most  epoch-making 
assembly  of  men  since  the  gathering  on 
Ascension  Day  on  the  mountain  top  in 
Galilee.  The  fact  of  4200  delegates  com- 
ing from  all  parts  and  all  Provinces  of 
Canada,  the  uncommon  virility  and  steadi- 
ness characteristic  of  the  convention,  the 
purpose  for  which  it  was  convened,  the 
spirit  which  permeated  it  from  • first  to 
last,  and  the  policy  adopted  as  the  declar- 
ation of  its  fixed  objective — all  these  ele- 
ments combined  to  make  this  gathering 
absolutely  unique  in  its  character  and 
world-wide  in  its  influence. 

What  next?  Quite  obviously  this  Na- 
tional Congress  is  only  an  incident  in  a 
continuous  and  far-reaching  movement. 
All  the  emotion  and  sentiment  awakened 
and  inflamed  by  so  great  a gathering  and 
its  compelling  appeals  will  prove  vain  and 
disappointing  as  the  waters  lost  in  the 
desert  sands  unless  the  promise  of  the 
Congress  comes  to  fruition  in  the  life  of 
the  people.  What  are  some  of  the  legiti- 
mate results  which  this  event  should 
yield  ? 

For  one  thing,  there  should  result  a 
very  distinct  and  appreciable  vitalizing  of 
all  the  agencies  of  Christianity  in  Canada. 
With  the  return  of  those  four  thousand 
ministers  and  laymen  to  their  congrega- 
tions far  and  near,  each  man  impressed  by 
a demonstration  of  life  and  of  power  so 

*Reprint  from  an  editorial  in  The 
Globe,  Toronto , Canada , Monday,  April 
5,  1909. 


unusual,  and  pledged  to  a programme  of 
service  so  vital  and  so  comprehensive,  the 
results  to  the  Canadian  Church  and  to  all 
its  undertakings  cannot  but  be  re-creative 
to  the  last  degree.  If  care  is  taken  to 
secure  the  propagation  of  the  dominant 
ideas  of  the  Congress  in  every  congrega- 
tion and  community  represented,  the  issue 
will  be  beyond  measure  in  the  life  of  the 
Canadian  Church. 

The  effect  of  the  Congress  as  a unifying 
force  among  the  co-operative  churches  no 
man  can  foretell.  It  will  be  impossible  for 
the  four  thousand  men  of  all  denomina- 
tions gathered  during  the  past  five  days  in 
Massey  Hall  to  go  back  to  the  old  ruts  of 
bigoted  and  suspicious  sectarianism  in 
which  some  of  them  weTe  reared  and 
where  they  lived  and  languished  until  a 
week  ago.  They  will  not  love  their  own 
traditions  and  customs  and  names  less 
truly,  but  in  the  presence  of  a task  of 
world-magnitude  and  having  touched 
hearts  with  men  of  other  communions  to 
whom  that  task  is  the  supreme  obligation, 
mere  accidents  of  form  and  practice 
dwindle  into  insignificance  as  the  serious 
business  of  Christian  service  becomes  the 
one  thing  in  life.  There  shall  still  be  dis- 
tinctions and  differences,  but  the  Christian 
motive  and  the  Christian  standard  will 
transform  all  these  from  weaknesses  and 
vexations  into  the  variety  of  gift  and  grace 
and  experience  that  will  prove  the  enrich- 
ment and  efficiency  of  the  Church. 

And  not  for  the  Church  alone  but  for 
the  nation  will  this  Congress  tell  as  a 
power  making  for  righteousness.  Men  who 
have  seen,  the  “vision  splendid”  will  not  be 
content  with  things  as  they  are  in  the 
social,  commercial,  industrial  or  political 
life  of  Canada.  No  man’s  life  is  an  affair 
of  sealed  compartments.  The  emotions 
and  ideas  of  one  experience  permeate  and 
mould  all  the  rest  of  a man’s  life.  The 
man  who  faces  the  solemn  obligations  of 


Monographs. 


113 


service  in  Christ’s  name  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  world  cannot  himself  live  the 
dishonest  or  corrupt  life,  and  cannot  re- 
gard with  complaisance  the  dishonesty  or 
the  corrupting  influence  of  others.  Busi- 
ness and  politics  and  every  other  interest 
in  Canadian  life  should  feel  a new  impulse 
to  betterment  from  the  moral  energies 
released  by  this  Congress. 

Canada’s  place  among  the  nations  and 
Canada’s  attitude  to  world-problems  can 
never  be  the  same  as  they  might  have  been 
had  this  Congress  not  committed  four 
thousand  Canadian  delegates  to  the  Chris- 
tian idea  of  national  greatness  and  na- 
tional duty.  Frankly  the  best  that  could 
be  said  of  battalions  and  battleships  was 
that  they  were  for  defense  against  assault. 
Aggression,  land-grabbing  and  haughty 
lording  it  over  others,  whether  by  Canada 
in  relation  to  its  immigrant  population 
or  by  Great  Britain  in  relation  to  other 
nations,  were  unreservedly  condemned  as 
pagan  in  spirit  and  forbidden  by  the  life 
and  teachings  of  Jesus  Christ.  Canada 
as  a link  in  the  slowly  forming  chain  of 
world-brotherhood  was  the  national  ideal 
of  this  national  Congress  representing  the 
best  sentiment  of  the  Canadian  democracy. 
This,  rather  than  the  wild  cries  of  race- 
hate,  is  the  true  voice  of  Canada.  To 
make  the  dream  of  world  brotherhood 
come  true  will  be  the  “afterwards”  of  this 
Canadian  National  Missionary  Congress. 
THE  IOWA  STATE  CONVENTION  OF 
THE  LAYMEN’S  MISSIONARY 
MOVEMENT. 

The  largest  unit  yet  dealt  with  in  the 
United  States  by  the  Laymen’s  Mission- 
ary Movement  was  the  State  of  Iowa.  A 
State  convention  was  held  at  Des  Moines 
on  March  23-25.  Nearly  one  thousand 
men  were  accommodated  at  the  opening 
banquet,  while  some  hundreds  of  others 
were  unable  to  secure  tickets  for  lack  of 
space.  Fifteen  denominations  were  rep- 


resented. All  mission  boards  heartily  co- 
operated. The  Governor  presided  at  the 
opening  session  and  cordially  endorsed  the 
spirit  of  the  movement. 

The  religious  statistics  of  a great  State 
like  Iowa  are  very  interesting.  The  Lay- 
men’s Movement  always  has  these  facts 
gathered  in  advance,  so  that  the  men  may 
know  just  how  much  is  being  contributed 
and  the  objects  to  which  it  is  being  de- 
voted. Iowa  had  a population  of  2,205,- 
000  in  1906.  The  churches  represented 
at  Des  Moines  have  a communicant  mem- 
bership of  about  425,000.  They  contrib- 
uted for  religious  purposes  at  home  about 
$3,925,000  last  year.  This  represents  only 
what  was  given  through  regular  church 
channels.  For  foreign  missions,  the 
Christians  of  Iowa  gave  $275,000  last 
year,  or  about  65  cents  per  member. 

The  men  present  felt  deeply  the  failure 
of  their  churches  in  propagating  Chris- 
tianity throughout  the  world.  There  was 
general  conviction  that  a radical  advance 
is  imperatively  required.  Three  hundred 
of  the  one  dollar  packets  of  missionary 
literature  recommended  by  the  Movement 
were  taken  home  by  the  men  for  further 
study  of  the  question.  Their  official  ac- 
tion emphasized  (1)  the  Church’s  present 
duty  to  preach  the  gospel  to  every  crea- 
ture; (2)  the  importance  of  having  a 
strong  missionary  committee  of  men  in 
every  congregation  to  conduct  a campaign 
of  education  and  to  put  the  missionary 
finances  on  as  sound  a basis  as  the  current 
revenue;  (3)  the  necessity  of  a proper 
system  of  missionary  finance  in  each  con- 
gregation, the  weekly  offering  being  unan- 
imously voted  to  be  the  fairest,  most  pro- 
ductive and  most  Scriptural  method;  (4) 
the  great  importance  of  a personal  canvass 
of  all  members  and  adherents,  by  deputa- 
tions of  men,  for  some  worthy  systematic 
contribution  to  missions  in  order  to  en- 
list the  support  of  the  whole  membership 
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in  this  work ; ( 5 ) the  duty  of  the  churches 
to  multipty  their  offerings  to  the  work  of 
evangelizing  the  world.  An  average  of  5 
cents  per  Church  member  per  week  was 
recommended  by  the  Convention  at  Des 
Moines  to  be  given  even  by  the  poorer 
congregations,  while  an  average  of  at  least 
10  cents  per  week  was  urged  upon  congre- 
gations generally. 

A State  committee  for  Iowa  of  the  Lay- 
men’s Missionary  Movement  was  organ- 
ized by  the  Convention.  It  was  also  urged 
that  a co-operating  committee  be  appoint- 
ed in  every  city  or  community.  The  three 
most  striking  things  about  this  Laymen’s 
Movement  are : First,  this  is  the  first  time 
since  the  Apostolic  age  that  the  Church 
has  seriously  attempted  to  evangelize  the 
whole  word,  and  second,  never  before  in 
modern  times  have  the  laymen  of  the 
Church  been  so  aroused  and  enlisted  as 
supporters,  advocates  and  propagators  of 
an  adequate  missionary  policy,  and  third, 
all  churches  are  able  to  work  together  at 
this  greatest  task  confronting  the  Church. 
By  way  of  the  mission  field,  the  prayer  of 
our  Lord  seems  destined  to  be  answered: 
“That  they  all  may  be  one,  that  the  world 
may  believe.” 

1 Madison  Avenue,  New  York. 

CONDITIONS  IN  THE  HEATHEN 
WORLD. 

Mr.  William  Phillips  Hall,  in  this 
month’s  number  of  the  American  Mes- 
senger, says,  “In  foreign  fields  spiritual 
conditions  in  the  light  of  the  teachings 
and  commandments  of  our  Lord,  are  well 
nigh  appalling.  The  great  commission 
which  the  Church  of  Christ  was  com- 
manded to  execute  is  alarmingly  remote 
from  full  accomplishment.  The  heathen 
and  Mohammedan  population  of  the  world 
is  more,  by  two  hundred  millions,  than  it 
was  one  hundred  years  ago,  while  the  con- 
verts and  their  families  do  not  amount  to 


three  millions.”  He  then  quotes  Rev. 
James  Johnston  as  saying,  “While  we  re- 
joice in  the  work  accomplished  by  mod- 
ern Christian  missions,  we  mourn  over  the 
sad  fact  that  the  increase  of  the  heathen 
is  numerically  seventy  times  greater  than 
that  of  the  converts  during  the  century 
of  missions.” 

If  the  above  statements  be  correct,  the 
question  naturally  arises  in  one’s  mind, 
have  the  results  of  the  century’s  work  of 
foreign  missions  been  all  that  could  have 
been  reasonably  expected  from  the  efforts 
put  forth  by  the  Church  during  this  time  ? 
If  not,  wherein  has  the  Church,  with  her 
missionaries  and  boards,  failed  to  comply 
with  the  conditions  that  would  have 
brought  God’s  blessing  in  greater  fullness, 
and  made  more  desert  places  blossom  as 
the  rose. 

Most  of  us  will  agree  that  we  do  not,  in 
our  personal  and  family  prayers,  plead 
with  God  for  the  outpouring  of  His  Holy 
Spirit,  and  His  blessing  upon  the  mission- 
ary work  as  we  should. 

On  a stormy  evening  this  winter,  I met 
a man  on  the  shore  road  at  Atlantic  City, 
N.  J.  He  was  a coast  guard.  He  ex- 
plained to  me  how  the  entire  coast  was 
patrolled.  He  said  he  traveled  so  many 
miles,  and  met  his  partner,  and  so  a chain 
of  life-saving  men  was  made,  for  the  res- 
cuing of  perishing  men  on  some  stranded 
vessel.  Would  it  not  be  a fine  thing  to 
have  enough  missionaries  to  stretch  out 
on  these  foreign  fields  from  a center  to 
the  remotest  bounds,  supplied  with  Bibles 
and  carefully  selected  Christian  literature 
in  the  language  of  each  country?  In  this 
way  they  could  sow'  the  truths,  and  let 
God  in  His  sovereign  powder  do  the  rest. 

Our  missionaries  are  doing  this  very 
thing  to  some  extent.  Should  not  this 
line  of  work  be  greatly  extended?  After 
the  disciples  in  the  early  Church  had 
sown  the  seed  and  planted  the  churches, 
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they  went  forward  into  new  places.  Then 
after  a time  they  returned  to  see  how  the 
converts  were  doing,  and  found  they,  in 
some  cases,  needed  much  instruction,  and 
proceeded  to  instruct  them. 

I am  a firm  believer  in  doing  things 
thoroughly,  and  I believe  in  the  culture  of 
Christians  and  the  value  of  schools  and 
hospitals  and  other  modern  appliances, 
but  I submit  may  not  this  be  overdone  in 
some  parts  of  the  heathen  world,  while 
other  parts  are  left  untouched  by  the  gos- 
pel? How  much  of  this  equipment  did 
the  Pentecostal  Church  have  ? How  much 
did  they  have  who  brought  the  gospel  to 
our  forefathers,  while  they  were  still 
heathen  in  Scotland  and  Ireland? 

If  the  gospel,  offered  to  sinners  with 
earnest  prayers  for.  God’s  blessing  upon  it, 
and  accompanied  with  a godly  life  on  the 
part  of  the  missionary,  does  not  bring  men 
from  darkness  to  light,  nothing  else  will. 
We  have  heard  of  a portion  of  God’s 
Word,  used  as  a wrapping  paper  around  a 
package,  leading  a soul  to  Christ.  The 
truths  of  the  gospel  should  be  scattered. 
That  is  the  great  work.  Why  should  we 
wait  in  one  place  .to  bring  up  to  a fixed 
standard  of  Christian  life  a company  of 
people,  while  there  are  many  just  some 
miles  away  who  have  never  heard  of  the 
gospel  offer? 

Some  time  ago,  we  heard  of  a great 
student  volunteer  movement  in  the  col- 
leges and  seminaries  in  our  country,  and 
were  told  that  a large  number  of  young 
men  and  women  stood  ready  to  be  sent  to 
the  heathen  world  as  missionaries,  and 
all  that  was  required  was  the  money  for 
their  support.  I do  not  know  how  far 
this  applied  to  our  own  Church  at  that 
time.  If  it  did  to  any  extent,  the  mem- 
bership of  the  Church  has  accepted  the 
challenge  and  replied  nobly,  so  that  to- 
day the  situation  is  changed,  and  the 
cry  in  the  Covenanter  Church  is,  as  I 


understand  it,  not  for  money,  but  for  mis- 
sionaries, and  it  is  earnestly  hoped  that 
when  the  Rev.  Mr.  Blair,  our  returned 
missionary,  visits  the  congregations  of  our 
Church,  all  will  endeavor  to  be  present  to 
hear  the  message  that  is  on  his  heart  in 
reference  to  our  missionary  work. 

Personally,  I think  the  foreign  mission 
board  of  our  Church  should  be  asking  for 
ten  or  twelve  more  laborers,  instead  of 
one.  Since  the  inception  of  our  foreign 
missions,  the  board  has  never  been  com- 
pelled to  recall  a missionary  on  account  of 
not  having  money  enough  to  pay  expenses. 
I believe  the  present  condition  of  the 
treasury  indicates  that  the  work  should  be 
greatly  enlarged.  Likewise  the  apparent 
interest  of  the  Church  in  missionary  work 
as  demonstrated  by  her  giving  to  the  cause 
of  missions,  might  be  interpreted  as  an 
urgent  request  for  the  board  to  move  on 
in  greater  and  more  aggressive  work  for 
the  Kingdom  of  Christ  in  the  heathen 
world. 

My  thought  is  that  the  Church  should 
be  in  constant  and  earnest  prayer  that 
our  Lord  might  raise  up  those  whose  ser- 
vices He  would  be  pleased  to  bless  for  the 
saving  of  souls,  and  if  any  have  been 
moved  to  lay  their  lives  upon  this  altar  of 
sacrifice  they  should  know  that  the  way 
is  open  if  they  care  to  take  up  the  work. 

William  G.  Carson. 

THE  RIGHT  USE  OF  MONEY. 

“And  I say  unto  you.  Make  to  your- 
selves friends  of  the  mammon  of  un- 
righteousness; that,  when  ye  fail  [i.  e., 
when  money  in  kind  can  no  longer 
serve  you]  they  [the  friends  made  in 
the  right  use  of  it]  may  receiye  you 
into  everlasting  habitations.  He  that 
is  faithful  in  that  which  is  least 
[temporal  things]  is  faithful  also  in  much 
[spiritual  things]  ; and  he  that  is  unjust 
in  the  least  is  unjust  also  in  much.  If 
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therefore  ye  have  not  been  faithful  in  the 
unrighteous  mammon  [money],  who  will 
commit  to  your  trust  the  true  riches 
[eternal  life]  ? And  if  ye  have  not  been 
faithful  in  that  which  is  another  man’s, 
who  shall  give  you  that  which  is  your 
own  ?” 

In  these  sayings  of  the  great  Teacher 
the  first  thing  that  arrests  attention  is 

MATERIAL  PROPRIETORSHIP. 

“That  which  is  another  man’s.”  The 
teaching  is : This  world,  with  the  entirety 
of  its  contents,  belongs  to  Christ.  He 
made  it ; He  maintains  it ; He  redeemed  it. 
It  is  too  late  in  this  age  of  grace  to  be 
asked  to  prove  this  condensed  statement 
of  the  world’s  origin,  continuity  and  res- 
toration. He  who  rejects  these  dogmas 
from  his  belief,  or  discards  their  domin- 
ating influence  from  his  practical  life, 
stultifies  his  manhood,  and  perpetrates 
supreme  and  damning  folly  against  his 
own  soul. 

Men  general^  in  their  getting,  holding 
and  using  money,  make  too  small  account 
of  Christ’s  proprietorship.  The  worldly 
wisdom,  which  is  usually  characterized  as 
thrift,  enterprise,  financial  success,  etc.,  is 
too  much  encouraged  by  so-called  Chris- 
tian practice  and  too  largely  condoned  by 
so-called  Christian  teaching.  The  over- 
whelming excess  of  the  Lord’s  money 
which  is  invested  in  pursuits  wholly  world- 
ly and  devilish,  and  the  insignificant 
amounts  which  even  nominally  stand  for 
Christ  and  for  His  Kingdom  in  the  earth, 
are  things  that  excite  too  little  surprise 
and  provoke  too  feeble  a protest  even  on 
the  part  of  the  “children  of  light.” 

It  is  high  time  that  men,  at  least  Chris- 
tian men,  were  made  to  understand  that 
they  are  doing  business  with  “that  which 
is  another  man’s,”  and  that  bare  honesty, 
not  to  appeal  to  a higher  motive,  demands 
respect  for  and  conformity  to  his  plans 
and  purposes. 


A second  thing  to  be  considered  in  this 
connection  is  the 

DIVINELY  ESTABLISHED  RELATIONSHIP  BE= 

TWEEN  MONEY  OR  ITS  EQUIVALENT  AND 

RELIGION  IN  ITS  EXPERIENCE,  CHARACTER 

AND  DESTINY. 

The  first,  money,  is  characterized  as 
“another  man’s,”  as  “that  which  is  least,” 
as  “unrighteous  mammon.”  Its  owner- 
ship is  impossible ; to  attempt  it  is  to  per- 
petrate robbery ; or,  if  it  were  possible,  its 
consummation  would  be  worthless  and 
vicious.  The  second,  religion,  is  charac- 
terized as  “your  own,”  as  “much,”  as  “the 
true  riches.”  Its  title  is  absolute  and 
sure;  it  is  all-sufficient  in  all  needs;  it  is 
real  and  eternal. 

But  this  point  in  the  Master’s  discourse 
must  not  be  lost  sight  of — viz.,  the  right 
use  of  the  first  conditions  the  bestowment 
of  the  second.  He  both  lays  down  the  law 
of  spiritual  inheritance  and  expounds  its 
philosophy.  The  man  who  is  dishonest  as 
an  employee  cannot  be  trusted  to  do  busi- 
ness for  himself.  He  who  is  unfaithful 
in  the  least  matters  will  betray  greater  in- 
terests. The  “worldly-wise”  in  the  use  of 
money  cannot  either  possess  the  experi- 
ence, develop  the  character,  or  achieve  the 
destiny  of  the  Christian.  An  experience 
void  of  a recognition  of  Christ’s  absolute 
proprietorship  in  all  that  the  man  is  and 
has,  is  a bogus  experience.  A religious 
character  which  is  not  developed  by  doing 
everything  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  J esus 
is  vitally  defective.  An  eternal  destiny 
which  is  not  predicated  of  service  rend- 
ered humanity  for  Christ’s  sake  will  of 
necessity  be  disappointing.  The  Master’s 
application  of  His  parable  concludes  with 
the  mission  of  money  in  the  “generation” 
of  the  children  of  light : “I  say  unto  you. 
Make  to  yourselves  friends  of  the  mam- 
mon of  unrighteousness.”  He  puts  em- 
phasis on  the  pronoun  “you.”  Reading 
His  charge  thus,  we  get  the  full  benefit 
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of  His  teaching  directly  as  well  as  by  con- 
trast. We,  too,  like  the  unjust  steward, 
are  to  make  friends  and  homes  with  our 
money;  but,  unlike  him,  our  methods  are 
to  recognize  the  rights  and  protect  the  in- 
terests of  our  Lord.  Our  friends  are  to  be 
honorably  gotten  and  permanently  held; 
our  homes  are  to  be  “houses  not  made  with 
hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens.”  This 
divinely  indicated  use  of  money  perfectly 
accords  with  New  Testament  teaching 
everywhere.  In  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount 
Jesus  says:  “Lay  not  up  for  yourselves 
treasures  upon  earth,  where  moth  and  rust 
doth  corrupt,  and  where  thieves  break 
through  and  steal;  but  lay  up  for  your- 
selves treasures  in  heaven,  where  neither 
moth  nor  rust  doth  corrupt,  and  where 
thieves  do  not  break  through  nor  steal; 
for  where  your  treasure  is,  there  will  your 
heart  be  also.”  Paul  said  to  Timothy, 
“Charge  them  that  are  rich  in  this  world, 
that  they  be  not  high-minded,  nor  trust 
in  uncertain  riches,  but  in  the  living  God, 
Who  giveth  us  richly  all  things  to  enjoy; 
that  they  do  good,  that  they  be  rich  in 
good  works,  ready  to  distribute,  willing  to 
communicate ; laying  up  in  store  for  them- 
selves a good  foundation  against  the  time 
to  come,  that  they  may  lay  hold  on  eternal 
life.” 

Money  is  a dangerous,  damning  thing  if 
used  to  get  rich,  to  foster  pride,  to  feed 
ambition,  to  gratify  selfishness,  to  dis- 
own and  dishonor  God ; but  money,  rightly 
appreciated,  may  be  a noble  talent,  a 
mighty  leverage  for  good,  a potent  means 
for  honoring  God,  blessing  humanity,  and 
securing  for  one’s  self  true  and  lasting 
riches. 

1.  These  principles  apply  to  rich  and 
poor  alike.  No  Christian  is  so  poor  in 
this  world’s  goods  as  to  be  unable  to  do 
something  to  help  somebody  in  some  way. 
“The  least  of  all  saints,”  “the  one  talent,” 
“the  eleventh  hour,”  have  each  its  place 


in  the  Lord’s  economy.  There  is  no  law 
of  the  kingdom  to  exclude  God’s  little 
ones  from  the  luxury  of  giving.  They  are 
exceedingly  foolish  to  exclude  themselves. 
The  woman  “who  did  what  she  could,”  the 
poor  widow  who  put  a farthing  into  God’s 
treasury, were  poor  beyond  our  conception; 
yet  of  the  first  Jesus  said : “Wheresoever 
this  gospel  is  preached  in  the  whole  world, 
there  shall  also  this,  that  this  woman  hath 
done,  be  told  for  a memorial  of  her.”  Of 
the  second  he  said : “This  poor  widow 
hath  cast  more  in  than  all  they  which  have 
cast  into  the  treasury.”  They  gave  of 
their  abundance;  she  gave  of  her  penury; 
they  gave  much,  but  had  much  left;  she 
gave  all  she  had,  even  all  her  living. 
“Hath  not  God  chosen  the  poor  of  this 
world  rich  in  faith,  and  heirs  of  the  king- 
dom which  He  hath  promised  to  them  that 
love  Him?”  Above  everything  else  of  a 
material  sort,  God’s  treasury  needs  to-day 
the  aggregated,  consecrated  “farthings”  of 
God’s  poor. 

2.  Those  whom  God  has  endowed  with 
the  capacity  to  make  money,  to  whom  He 
has  given  spheres  of  opportunity  for  mak- 
ing money,  who  by  His  blessings,  are 
making  money,  beyond  all  question,  sus- 
pend their  religious  character  and  growth 
upon  the  fullness  and  regularity  of  the 
stream  of  benevolence  which  flows  from 
their  hands ; the  law  of  that  stream  being 
“as  the  Lord  has  prospered  them.”  If 
they  would  do  this,  how  it  would  reduce 
the  area  of  “thorny  ground”  in  the 
Church ! for  the  cares  of  this  world,  and 
the  deceitfulness  of  riches,  and  the  lust  of 
other  things  would  no  longer  choke  the 
Word  and  make  it  unfruitful  in  their 
characters  and  lives.  For  Christ’s  sake, 
for  humanity’s  sake,  for  their  own  soul’s 
sake,  men,  Christian  men,  must  share 
their  gains  honestly  with  their  Lord. 

3.  Christian  men  not  infrequently  in- 
herit money;  also  by  judicious  invest- 
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ments,  without  resorting  to  any  question- 
able methods,  large  returns  are  often  real- 
ized: even  the  regular  routine  of  affairs 
may  sometimes  enlarge  a man’s  capital  be- 
yond his  business.  Under  these  conditions 
worldly  wisdom  dictates  either  an  invest- 
ment for  the  purpose  of  making  more 
money,  else  an  outlay  of  some  sort  to 
meet  in  some  way  the  varied  and  constant- 
ly increasing  demands  of  society.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  law  of  Christ’s  Kingdom 
demands  that  every  dollar  not  needed  in 
the  man’s  living  or  business  be  put  where, 
in  his  best  judgment  and  conscience,  it 
will  most  glorify  God  and  benefit  human- 
ity. The  only  right  that  increase  of  riches 
confers  on  any  man  is  the  incomparable 
right  to  do  more  good  to  his  fellow-man. 
— J.  II.  Pritchett , D.D. 

THE  BEST  SERMON. 

Words,  though  fitting  and  wise,  are 
powerless  to  produce  moral  change.  As 
vehicles  of  the  Spirit,  words  gather  power 
from  the  personality  of  the  men  who  utter 
them,  and  from  the  behavior  of  the  people 
whose  lives  reveal  their  meaning. 

Words  dislocated  from  human  life  are 
impotent;  else  might  they  be  shot  at  men 
like  bullets  from  a gun.  Something  like 
this  is  often  tried,  but  never  effectively. 
But  lives  often  prove  effective  even  when 
hemmed  in  by  silence. 

Some  seventy  years  ago  a brilliant 
young  lawyer  in  an  inland  community  of 
New  York,  long  a vexation  to  the  pastor 
because  known  to  be  the  central  force  in 
a nest  of  youthful  scoffers  on  the  borders 
of  his  congregation,  at  length  unexpected- 
ly asked  admission  to  the  church,  and 
gave  evidence  of  sincere  piety.  After  sat- 
isfactory “examination,”  the  pastor  asked 


to  which  of  his  own  sermons  the  convert 
attributed  his  conversion.  “To  none,” 
was  the  gentle  reply,  “but  to  the  life  of 
your  church  janitor.” 

The  instance  is  typical,  not  exceptional. 
Fully  two  hundred  thousand  sermons  are 
preached  in  America  each  week,  but  rec- 
ords of  conversion  under  these  are  scant. 
Evangelistic  results,  almost  without  excep- 
tion, are  won  in  after-meetings,  and  sel- 
dom prove  traceable  to  even  the  most  apt 
and  forcible  appeals  from  pulpit  or  plat- 
form. 

These  appeals,  and  indeed  all  the  better 
class  of  sermons,  may  operate  with  great 
force  on  Christians  present,  and  set  them 
at  work;  it  is  then  that  tangible  results 
among  the  impenitent  begin  to  appear. 
The  revivalist’s  words,  as  a rule,  reach  the 
ungodly  only  by  filtering  through  the  lives 
of  the  godly.  Each  human  heart  awaits 
the  mysterious,  compelling  touch  of  kind- 
red life. 

In  rare  instances  the  preacher  is  per- 
mitted so  to  charge  his  message  with  per- 
sonal experience  as  to  reach  effectively 
one  here  and  another  there  in  his  audi- 
ence with  something  of  the  intimacy  of  a 
private  interview;  but  the  mere  nerve-cost 
of  such  a feat  is  tremendous,  and  these 
semi-miraculous  leaps  over  obstacles  to 
contact  of  “man  with  man”  have  little  to 
do  with  the  normal  and  divine  method  of 
winning  souls. 

From  the  death  of  sin  men  are  called 
to  life  by  the  Spirit  of  God  through  the 
electric  touch  of  personality , not  often  by 
the  thing  called  oratory  even  at  its  highest 
power,  even  though  vitalized  to  the  ut- 
most degree  by  the  spiritual  attainments 
of  the  speaker  and  the  specific  ministry  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  therein. — S.  S.  Times. 


Jesus  never  sends  a man  ahead  alone.  He  blazes  a clear  way  through  every  thicket 
and  woods,  and  then  softly  calls : “Follow  Me.  Let’s  go  on  together,  you  and  I.” — 
S.  D.  Gordon. 
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The  attention  of  ministers  and  elders 
who  read  Olive  Trees  is  called  to  the 
following  notice : 

The  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Presby- 
terian Church  (0.  S.)  stands  adjourned 
to  meet  in  the  First  Reformed  Presby- 
terian Church,  Chicago,  111.,  Tuesday 
evening,  May  25,  1909,  at  8 o’clock,  to  be 
opened  with  a sermon  by  the  retiring 
moderator. 

J.  S.  Thompson,  Clerk. 

The  Moslem  uprising  against  the  Ar- 
menians in  Adana,  Asia  Minor,  and 
Christians  generally  in  Turkey,  reported 
through  dispatches  to  the  Associated  Press, 
and  thus  scattered  over  the  length  and 
breadth  of  the  land,  is  naturally  causing 
some  measure  of  anxiety  in  the  home 
Church  as  to  the  safety  of  its  representa- 
tives in  the  Levant.  In  view  of  the  nat- 
ural unrest  at  home  the  Secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  without  wait- 
ing for  definite  action  or  instructions  on 
the  part  of  the  Board,  wrote  to  the  De- 
partment of  State,  giving  the  number  and 
the  names  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
missionaries  both  in  Asia  Minor  and  in 
Northern  Syria,  and  requesting  that  all 
possible  protection  should  be  extended  to 
them  as  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

Below  is  the  reply  to  his  request: 

DEPARTMENT  OF  STATE, 
WASHINGTON. 

April  23,  1909. 

Mr.  R.  M.  Sommerville , 

Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Board 
of  Foreign  Missions  of  the  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Church  of  North  Amer- 
ica. 

Sir: 

I have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  the  20th  inst.,  requesting 


that  all  possible  protection  be  extended  to 
the  missionaries  at  Mersine  and  at 
Latakia. 

Although  Americans,  like  all  other  for- 
eigners in  Turkey,  are  in  some  danger  on 
account  of  the  extraordinary  conditions 
prevailing  throughout  that  country,  there 
is  nothing  to  indicate  in  the  reports  the 
Department  has  received  from  Constanti- 
nople that  there  is  any  premeditated  at- 
tack against  foreigners  in  any  section. 
The  Department  has  received  no  reports 
concerning  missionaries  at  Mersine  or 
Latakia.  It  is  impracticable  at  present  to 
cable  names  of  individual  missionaries. 
The  Embassy  is  doing  the  utmost  that  can 
be  done  under  present  conditions  to  insure 
protection  to  all  American  life  and  prop- 
erty. 

You  will  be  advised  of  any  reports  that 
may  be  received  concerning  the  missions 
at  Mersine  and  Latakia. 

I am,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Huntington  Wilson, 

Acting  Secretary. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Foreign  Board  has 
since  received  the  following  telegram 
from  Washington,  D.  C.,  dated  April  26, 
1909 : 

Referring  your  inquiry  of  April  20th 
and  Department’s  reply  23d,  American 
Consul  at  Mersine  cables  25th:  Mersine 
safe,  Latakia  cassaba  uneasy.  The  re- 
ports indicate  disturbances  in  provinces 
may  continue  until  conditions  more  set- 
tled. In  Constantinople  every  possible 
step  is  being  taken  by  the  foreign  ambas- 
sadors, including  the  American,  to  cause 
relief  to  be  sent  to  the  distressed  districts. 

Huntington  Wilson, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 

True  safety,  however,  lies  in  the  strong 
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arms  of  the  enthroned  Redeemer,  and 
consequently  earnest  and  unceasing  prayer 
should  be  made  to  Him  that  the  lives  of 
the  missionaries  and  their  converts  may 
be  precious  in  His  sight  and  that  the  en- 
emy may  not  be  allowed  to  interrupt  the 
progress  of  the  work  in  either  of  the 
fields. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  A.  K.  Langridge, 
of  Southend-on-Sea,  England,  it  gives  us 
pleasure  to  announce  that  Dr.  David 
Crombie,  one  of  the  medical  missionaries 
on  the  island  of  Malekula  in  the  New 
Hebrides,  is  on  his  way  to  America  as  rep- 
resentative of  the  New  Hebrides  Synod 
to  the  Presbyterian  Alliance,  to  meet  in 
New  York  in  June,  1909.  Mr.  Langridge 
is  an  Honorary  Secretary  of  “The  John 
Gr.  Paton  Fund,”  the  object  of  which  is 
“The  evangelizing  of  the  non-evangelized 
portions  of  the  New  Hebrides  Islands,” 
and  he  is  naturally  anxious  that  the  inter- 
est aroused  by  the  visits  of  the  late  be- 
loved Dr.  Paton  to  this  country  may  be 
stimulated  afresh.  “Dr.  Crombie,”  he 
writes,  “has  been  for  seven  years  on  one 
of  the  darkest  islands  in  the  New  Hebri- 
des. His  life  has  been  repeatedly  in  dan- 
ger, and  he  has  proved  himself  to  be  a 
devoted  and  intrepid  missionary.  He  has 
a wonderful  story  to  tell  and  tells  it  well, 
so  that  I can  confidently  recommend  him 
to  your  kind  influence.” 

We  have  already  received  applications 
for  addresses  and  shall  be  glad  to  pass  on 
to  Dr.  Crombie  similar  requests  either 
from  individuals  or  churches.  And, 
though  we  cannot  engage  to  act  as  his 
agent  nor  give  the  time  and  attention  that 
were  given  to  Dr.  John  G.  Paton,  we  are 
willing  to  assist  him  in  arranging  for 


meetings,  so  that  dates  may  not  clash. 

% 

At  the  request  of  the  Board  of  Control, 
J.  Sumner  Stone,  Recording  Secretary, 
Olive  Trees  publishes  this  announce- 
ment : 

The  twenty-sixth  annual  Conference  of 
the  International  Missionary  Union  will 
meet  at  Clifton  Springs,  N.  Y.,  June  8 to 
14,  1909. 

It  is  anticipated  that  there  will  be  over 
one  hundred  missionaries  present,  repre- 
senting all  denominations  and  nearly 
every  mission  field,  in  conference  with 
reference  to  the  problems  and  progress  of 
missionary  enterprises. 

None  but  missionaries  can  become  mem- 
bers of  the  Union,  but  the  sessions,  which 
are  intensely  interesting,  are  open  to  the 
public,  and  the  Board  of  Control  extends 
an  earnest  invitation  to  all  interested  in 
missions  to  attend  the  Conference  this 
year. 

No  other  missionary  gathering  offers 
equal  opportunity  to  meet  representatives 
of  so  'many  missionary  societies  from  the 
various  fields  throughout  the  world  as  does 
the  Missionary  Union  Conference,  and  the 
privilege  of  listening  to  their  discussions 
on  present  missionary  problems  is  a rare 
treat  and  of  inestimable  value  to  students 
of  missions. 

The  Sanitarium  entertains  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Union  free  of  expense,  and 
others  wishing  to  attend  can  secure  ac- 
commodations at  the  Sanitarium  or  at 
private  boarding  places  in  the  village. 

Missionaries  and  others  who  contem- 
plate attending  the  Conference  will  confer 
a favor  if  they  will  notify  the  Correspond- 
ing Secretary,  Mrs.  H.  J.  Bostwick,  Clif- 
ton Springs,  N.  Y. 


I think  we  should  cross  no  man’s  path  without  hailing  him,  and  if  he  needs,  giving 
him  supplies. — Henry  Ward  Beecher. 


FOREIGN  MISSIONARIES  OF  THE  REFORMED  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  1909. 


Rev.  Jas.  S.  Stewart  

Rev.  Andrew  J.  McFarland 

Rev.  Samuel  Edgar 

J.  M.  Balph,  M.  D 

Miss  Mattie  R.  Wylie 

Miss  Maggie  B.  Edgar  

Miss  Zada  A.  Patton 

Miss  F.  May  Elsey 


Latakia,  Syria. 


Rev.  C.  A.  Dodds  ' 

Rev.  Robert  E.  Willson 

John  Peoples,  M.  D. . > 

Miss  Evadna  M.  Sterrett,  on  furlough 
Miss  Elma  French 


Mersina , Asia  Minor. 


Rev.  Walter  McCarroll  .......  Larnaca , Cyprus. 

Calvin  McCarroll,  M.  D Nicosia , Cyprus. 


Rev.  A.  I.  Robb 

Rev.  J.  K.  Robb 

Rev.  Julius  Kempf  

Rev.  William  M.  Robb 

Rev.  Ernest  C.  Mitchell 

J.  M.  Wright,  M.  D 

Miss  Kate  McBurney,  M.  D.  ... 

Miss  Jean  McBurney,  M.  D 

Miss  Ida  M.  S*cott,  M.  D 

Miss  Jennie  Dean 


Tak  Hing 


Chau , West  River , 

South  China. 


HOME  MISSIONARIES  OF  THE  REFORMED  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  1909. 

Rev.  W.  W.  Carithers,  Indian  Mission, 

Apache , O.  T. 

Rev.  J.  G.  Reed,  Southern  Mission , 

Selma , Ala. 

Mr.  William  Carson,  Jewish  Mission, 

800  So.  Fifth  Street , Philadelphia , Pa 

POST  OFFICE  ADDRESSES  OF  TREASURERS. 

Syrian  Mission,  Mission  in  China  and  Church  Erection — Mr.  Walter 
T.  Miller,  82  Beaver  Street,  New  York. 

Domestic  Mission  ; Southern  Mission;  Indian  Mission;  Testimony 
Bearing;  Sustentation;  Theological  Seminary;  Ministers’,  Widows’  and 
Orphans’  Fund;  Literary;  Students’ Aid — Mr.  J.  S.  Tibby,  411  Penn  Building, 
Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Jewish  Mission — Dr.  S.  A.  S.  Metheny,  617  N.  43d  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Aged  People’s  Home — Mrs,  A.  G.  Wallace,  235  Fourth  Ave.,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 
National  Reform — Mr.  J.  S.  Tibby,  41 1 Penn  Building,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 


MAP  OF  THE  MISSION  FIELDS  PRESBY  TKRI  An'cH  U R C H 

IN  SYRIA,  THE  ISLAND  OF  CYPRUS,  AND 
ADJOINING  PARTS  OF  TURKEY  IN  ASIA.™ 

This  map  is  about  60  x 65  inches  in  size,  conforms  to  the  best  geographical  authorities,  and  the 
workmanship  is  in  all  respects  of  standard  quality. 

It  indicates  by  distinctive  legends  the  location  and  relative  importance  of  towns  or  villages 
where  schools  are  or  have  been  in  Operation. 

The  regular  price  of  the  map  is  $3.00. 

Any  one  wisKing  a copy  can  have  it  mailed  to  His  address  for  $2.00. 

ADDRESS 

R.  M.  SOMMERVILLE,  325  West  56th  Street,  New  York. 
Telephone,  785  Mornlngside 

WM.  McCLEAN’S  SON 

Undertaker  and  Embalmer 

" 508  WEST  134th  STREET 

ROBERT  L.  McCLEAN  NEW  YORK 


WILLIAM  R.  JENKINS, 

PuhllMlier,  Bookseller,  Stationer  and  Printer. 
Publisher  and  Importer  of  FRENCH  BOOKS, 

861  & 853  SIXTH  AVENUE, 

N.  W.  Cor.  48th  Street,  NEW  V O R K. 

Card  Engraving,  Stamping,  Wedding  Invitations, 

F»  I C T U R E S AND  PICTURE  FRAMING. 

‘ SEND  FOR  CATALOGUE. 


Uhphomt,  2700  Worth.  E ptubitohod  1 MO 

The  J.  W.  Pratt  Co. 

Printers  and 

Manufacturing  Stationers, 

52  to  58  DUANE  STREET,  NEW  YORK. 


M AC  KEONA/ INI’S 


EYESIGHT  TESTING  BOOMS 
FOR  SPECTACLES 
21  West  42d  Street,  New  York  Telephone,  2533  Bryant 
1215  Bedford  Avenue,  bet.  Halsey  and  Hancock  Streets,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 


JAMES  S.  TIBBY  SWd'tKS  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

SELLS  THE  FOLLOWINO  COVENANTER  LITERATURE 

PSALM  BOQKS  (old  and  new  versions),  TESTIMONY, 

BOOK  OF  DISCIPLINE,  MINUTES  OF  SYNOD,  CON- 
FESSION OF  FAITH,  CATECHISMS,  TALES  OF 
COVENANTERS,  POETS  and  POETRY,  ROMANISM 
ANALYZED,  HISTORY  OF  THE  TRIAL,  1891 
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